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	Grammar: Present Simple  /  Past Simple  /  Past Perfect  /  Future in the Past  /  There was·were  /  Passive



	Name: __________________________    Date: __________________    Class: ____________




	Handout 1  |  Vocabulary
	Vocabulary



Part A - Key Words

	Word
	What it means

	harvest
	the time when crops are gathered — the 1621 harvest was the reason for the feast

	pilgrim
	a religious traveler; historically, the English settlers who sailed to America in 1620

	treaty
	a formal agreement between two groups — a peace treaty was signed before the feast

	colony
	a territory controlled by a distant country — Plymouth was one of the first English colonies

	gratitude
	the feeling of being thankful — Thanksgiving is a day dedicated to expressing gratitude

	abundance
	a very large quantity, more than enough — the harvest represented abundance after hardship

	indigenous
	originating in a particular place; native — the Wampanoag are indigenous people of New England

	famine
	a severe shortage of food — the fear of famine was real during the first winter

	commemorate
	to honor and remember an important event — Thanksgiving commemorates the feast of 1621

	settler
	a person who moves to a new region to live there — the Pilgrims were among the first English settlers

	feast
	a large, celebratory meal — the 1621 feast lasted three days and fed over 140 people

	proclaim
	to announce something officially — Lincoln proclaimed Thanksgiving a national holiday in 1863



Part B - Fill in the Gaps

1.  The English settlers who sailed to America in 1620 are known as the __________________ — a word that originally referred to religious travelers.
2.  Plymouth was one of the earliest English __________________ in North America — a small community of settlers in a land entirely new to them.
3.  The Wampanoag are one of many __________________ peoples of New England — they had lived in that region for thousands of years before European contact.
4.  The first winter in Plymouth was devastating — there was a real danger of __________________, and nearly half the settlers died before spring.
5.  In the autumn of 1621, the Pilgrims and the Wampanoag came together for a three-day __________________ to celebrate the successful harvest.
6.  The __________________ of 1621 was the reason for the celebration — the settlers had grown enough crops to survive the coming winter.
7.  Before the feast, a peace __________________ had been signed between the Pilgrims and the Wampanoag, establishing a fragile alliance.
8.  After months of hardship, the autumn harvest represented __________________ — enough food, finally, to face the winter with confidence.
9.  Thanksgiving is a time to express __________________ — to stop and appreciate what you have, especially family, food and health.
10.  The English __________________ who came to New England in the 17th century changed the region forever — bringing new languages, laws and ways of life.
11.  In 1863, President Lincoln __________________ Thanksgiving a national holiday — he hoped it would help unite a country at war with itself.
12.  Every fourth Thursday in November, millions of Americans __________________ the harvest feast of 1621 — though the holiday has changed enormously since then.


	Handout 2  |  Grammar
	Grammar



Six Structures - Telling the Thanksgiving Story

	G1 - PRESENT SIMPLE
What Americans do today; general facts about Thanksgiving.
Families gather for dinner on the fourth Thursday of November.
Turkey is served with stuffing, cranberry sauce and pumpkin pie.



	G2 - PAST SIMPLE
The events of 1620-1621 and 1863 - specific completed actions.
The Mayflower landed in Plymouth in December 1620.
President Lincoln proclaimed Thanksgiving a national holiday in 1863.



	G3 - PAST PERFECT
What had already happened before the main events - background context.
By the time the feast began, nearly half the settlers had died.
The Wampanoag had lived on that land for thousands of years.
Structure: had + past participle  /  Ask: which event happened FIRST?



	G4 - FUTURE IN THE PAST
What this meal was going to become - looking forward from 1621.
No one at the feast knew that this meal was going to define a nation.
That small colony was going to grow into the most powerful nation on earth.
No one knew that this tradition would one day be celebrated by 330 million Americans.
Forms: was/were going to + infinitive  /  would + infinitive (from a past moment)



	G5 - THERE WAS / WERE
Describing the scene - numbers, objects, people, situations.
There were 102 passengers on the Mayflower.
There was enough food for three days of celebration.
There is a famous parade in New York City every Thanksgiving.
Singular noun -> there was/is  /  Plural noun -> there were/are



	G6 - PASSIVE
How Thanksgiving is observed; how history unfolded.
Present: Turkey is roasted. / Parades are held. / The day is spent with family.
Past: A peace treaty was signed. / The holiday was proclaimed in 1863.
Structure: is/are/was/were + past participle



	KEY CONTRAST - Past Simple vs Past Perfect:
'The feast began in autumn.' (Past S - the event itself)
'By then, nearly half the settlers had died.' (Past P - happened BEFORE the feast)
KEY CONTRAST - Future Simple vs Future in the Past:
'People will celebrate Thanksgiving this year.' (from NOW)
'In 1621, no one knew this meal would become a national holiday.' (from 1621)



Exercise 1 - Label Each Sentence (G1-G6)

1.  The Mayflower sailed from England in September 1620 and arrived in Plymouth in December.  [ ]
2.  There were approximately 90 Wampanoag guests at the three-day harvest feast.  [ ]
3.  Thanksgiving is celebrated on the fourth Thursday of November every year.  [ ]
4.  By the time the harvest arrived, the settlers had lost nearly half their number.  [ ]
5.  No one at the feast knew that this meal was going to become the most celebrated holiday in America.  [ ]
6.  Turkey, stuffing, and pumpkin pie are served at almost every American Thanksgiving table.  [ ]
7.  There was very little food during the first winter - survival was not guaranteed.  [ ]
8.  Squanto had learned English before he met the Pilgrims, which made communication possible.  [ ]
9.  The small colony of Plymouth was going to grow into one of the most powerful nations on earth.  [ ]
10.  A peace treaty was signed between the Pilgrims and the Wampanoag before the feast.  [ ]

Exercise 2 - Complete with the Correct Structure
Use the structure in brackets.

1.  By the time the harvest feast began, nearly half of the settlers __________________ (die). [G3]
2.  Today, Thanksgiving __________________ (celebrate) on the fourth Thursday of November. [G6/G1]
3.  __________________ approximately 90 Wampanoag guests at the three-day feast. [G5 - past]
4.  No one in 1621 knew that this autumn meal __________________ (become) a national holiday. [G4 - was going to]
5.  The Mayflower __________________ (land) in Plymouth in December 1620, in the middle of winter. [G2]
6.  The Wampanoag people __________________ (live) on that land for thousands of years before the Pilgrims arrived. [G3]
7.  Thanksgiving __________________ (proclaim) a national holiday by President Lincoln in 1863. [G6 - Past]
8.  __________________ very little food during the first winter - the settlers were on the edge of starvation. [G5 - past]
9.  That small colony __________________ (define) the identity of a nation for centuries to come. [G4 - would]
10.  Every year, American families __________________ (gather) to share a meal and express gratitude. [G1]

Exercise 3 - There was / There were?
Choose the correct form. Think: singular or plural noun?

1.  __________________ 102 passengers on the Mayflower when it left England in 1620.
2.  During the first winter, __________________ very little food - the settlers lived on whatever they could find.
3.  At the feast in 1621, __________________ approximately 90 Wampanoag guests alongside the 53 surviving settlers.
4.  Before the feast, __________________ a peace treaty between the Pilgrims and the Wampanoag.
5.  Today, __________________ a famous parade held in New York City every Thanksgiving morning.

Exercise 4 - Past Simple or Past Perfect?
Choose the correct form. Ask: which event happened FIRST?

1.  By the time the feast __________________ (begin), the settlers __________________ (lose) nearly half their group.
2.  The Mayflower __________________ (arrive) in Plymouth in December 1620, after a 66-day crossing.
3.  When spring came, the survivors realized how many people __________________ (die) during the winter.
4.  Lincoln __________________ (declare) Thanksgiving a national holiday in 1863.
5.  When the harvest arrived, the settlers __________________ (plant) their crops with help from Squanto.

Exercise 5 - Find and Correct the Error

1.  "There was 102 passengers on the Mayflower when it sailed from England."
     Corrected: ___________________________________________________________________
2.  "By the time the feast began, nearly half the settlers died from cold and disease."
     Corrected: ___________________________________________________________________
3.  "No one at that meal knew it became a national holiday 240 years later."
     Corrected: ___________________________________________________________________
4.  "Thanksgiving has been proclaimed a national holiday by Lincoln in 1863."
     Corrected: ___________________________________________________________________
5.  "The Wampanoag lived on that land for thousands of years before the Pilgrims arrived."
     Corrected: ___________________________________________________________________


	Handout 3  |  Reading
	Reading



	Nora's Feature - 'The Meal That Became a Nation'



	The crossing
	In September 1620, a small ship called the Mayflower left England carrying 102 passengers - men, women and children who had decided to build a new life across the Atlantic. There were no guarantees of survival. By the time the ship landed in Plymouth, Massachusetts, in December, the passengers had already endured 66 days at sea in brutal conditions. The winter that followed was devastating. There was very little food. There was no shelter that could protect everyone. By spring, 49 of the original 102 settlers had died. The colony was going to survive - but only barely, and only with help.



	The feast
	That help came from the Wampanoag people. Their land had been home to indigenous communities for thousands of years before European contact. A Wampanoag man named Squanto, who had learned English after being taken to Europe as a captive, taught the settlers to plant corn and catch fish. When the harvest came in the autumn of 1621, there was enough food to celebrate. There were approximately 90 Wampanoag guests at the feast, which lasted three days. A peace treaty had been signed between the two groups, and for that brief moment, there was something that looked like friendship.



	The holiday
	No one at that harvest feast knew that this meal was going to become the most important shared tradition in American life. For more than two centuries, it was celebrated regionally, not nationally. Then, in 1863, President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed Thanksgiving a national holiday. The country was in the middle of the Civil War, and Lincoln needed a symbol of unity. Today, Thanksgiving is observed by nearly every American family on the fourth Thursday of November. Turkey is roasted, pies are baked, and gratitude is expressed. There is also, for many Indigenous Americans, a more complicated set of feelings about what this day commemorates.



	After reading: Find one example of each grammar structure (G1-G6). Underline and label them.



Task 1 - Answer the Questions
Write full sentences.

1.  How many passengers were on the Mayflower, and how many survived the first winter?
___________________________________________________________________
2.  Who was Squanto and what role did he play?
___________________________________________________________________
3.  How many Wampanoag guests were at the feast, and how long did it last?
___________________________________________________________________
4.  Why did Lincoln proclaim Thanksgiving a national holiday in 1863?
___________________________________________________________________
5.  What does Nora say about how Indigenous Americans feel about Thanksgiving?
___________________________________________________________________

Task 2 - True / False / Not Given
Write T, F or NG.

1.  There were 102 passengers on the Mayflower when it left England in 1620.   [ T / F / NG ]
2.  The feast of 1621 lasted one day.   [ T / F / NG ]
3.  A peace treaty had been signed between the Pilgrims and the Wampanoag before the feast.   [ T / F / NG ]
4.  Nora believes that Thanksgiving should no longer be celebrated in its current form.   [ T / F / NG ]
5.  Lincoln declared Thanksgiving a national holiday during the Civil War.   [ T / F / NG ]


	Handout 4  |  Listening
	Listening



	Nora interviews Professor Lee, a historian, and David, a Wampanoag cultural educator. Your teacher will read the dialogue twice.



Task 1 - Choose the Correct Answer
Circle A, B or C.
1.  What happened to the Mayflower passengers during their first winter?
      A.  They found shelter with the Wampanoag and survived comfortably
      B.  They returned to England when conditions became too difficult
      C.  Nearly half of them died from cold and disease before spring

2.  How did Thanksgiving become a national holiday?
      A.  The Pilgrims declared it every year from 1621 onwards
      B.  Lincoln proclaimed it in 1863 as a symbol of national unity during the Civil War
      C.  It was voted on by Congress after the Revolutionary War

3.  What does David say about the Wampanoag perspective?
      A.  The Wampanoag went as part of a peace treaty, not as equal friends - the story is more complex
      B.  The Wampanoag have fully embraced Thanksgiving and celebrate it like all Americans
      C.  The Wampanoag want the Thanksgiving holiday abolished

Task 2 - Complete the Notes
Write ONE, TWO or THREE words for each gap.

	Interview Notes - Professor Lee & David
1.  Mayflower: ___________________________ passengers / first winter: nearly ___________________________ died / cause: ___________________________ and disease
2.  Wampanoag taught settlers: ___________________________ and how to catch ___________________________
3.  1621 feast: lasted ___________________________ days / approx ___________________________ Wampanoag guests
4.  Fut in Past: meal ___________________________ a national symbol / declared by ___________________________ in ___________________________
5.  David: Wampanoag came because of ___________________________ / not ___________________________ / there are ___________________________ stories



Task 3 - Grammar in the Listening
Find one example of each structure.

1.  G1 Present Simple:
     ___________________________________________________________________
2.  G2 Past Simple:
     ___________________________________________________________________
3.  G3 Past Perfect:
     ___________________________________________________________________
4.  G4 Future in the Past:
     ___________________________________________________________________
5.  G5 There was / were:
     ___________________________________________________________________
6.  G6 Passive:
     ___________________________________________________________________


	Handout 5  |  Speaking
	Speaking



Task A - The 1621 Feast: Reconstruction
Work in groups of three. It is autumn 1621 in Plymouth. Reconstruct the scene using all six structures.

	Role A - A Pilgrim
1. "There were only 53 of us left." [G5]
1. "We had lost nearly half our people." [G3]
1. "The harvest was a blessing." [G2]
1. "We did not know this meal was going to last forever." [G4]
	Role B - A Wampanoag
1. "We had lived on this land for thousands of years." [G3]
1. "A treaty was signed before this feast." [G6]
1. "There were 90 of us at the table." [G5]
1. "We came for peace, not celebration." [G2]
	Role C - Nora (2025)
1. "Nobody knew it would define America." [G4]
1. "Today, Thanksgiving is celebrated everywhere." [G1/G6]
1. "There is a parade in New York every year." [G5]
1. "The holiday was proclaimed in 1863." [G6]



Task B - What Does Thanksgiving Really Celebrate?
Debate in groups of four. Use all six structures.

	Thanksgiving is about gratitude
1. "There is a powerful tradition of giving thanks." [G5 PS]
1. "Families gather to share food and gratitude." [G1]
1. "The settlers had survived incredible hardship." [G3]
1. "The feast was going to become a symbol of hope." [G4]
	The story is more complicated
1. "The Wampanoag had lived there for thousands of years." [G3]
1. "There was a complex political situation." [G5]
1. "The holiday was proclaimed for political reasons." [G6]
1. "The full story was going to take centuries to tell." [G4]



Task C - Discussion
Talk in groups of three.

1.  There were only 53 surviving Pilgrims by the time of the feast. They had been through terrible hardship. Does shared suffering make people more grateful? Is that what Thanksgiving is really about? Use there was/were and Past Perfect.
2.  No one at the 1621 feast knew that this meal was going to become a national holiday. Think of a tradition in your country - was it going to become what it is today, or did it change in unexpected ways? Use Future in the Past.
3.  Thanksgiving is celebrated across the United States every year. But what does it commemorate - the feast of 1621, the proclamation of 1863, or the idea of gratitude? Use Present Simple and Passive to describe what the holiday means today.


	Handout 6  |  Writing
	Writing



Task - News Report or Opinion Piece

	Choose one:
Option A - News Report (November 1621): Write a short news report about the harvest feast at Plymouth. Describe what happened, who was there, and what had led to this moment. What was this meal going to mean for the future?
Option B - Opinion Piece (today): 'Thanksgiving is a celebration of gratitude. But it is also a day that carries a complicated history. How should Americans observe it today?'
Word count: 100-120 words



	Your text must include all six structures (underline and label each):
G1 PS  /  G2 Past S  /  G3 Past Perfect  /  G4 Fut in Past  /  G5 There was·were  /  G6 Passive  /  + 6 vocabulary words



	Helpful phrases:
'There were 102 passengers... [G5] / By the time they arrived, they had... [G3]'
'No one knew this meal was going to... [G4] / A treaty was signed... [G6]'
'Today, Thanksgiving is celebrated... [G1/G6] / Turkey is roasted and... [G6]'



























	Self-check: [ ] 100-120 words  [ ] G1  [ ] G2  [ ] G3 Past Perfect  [ ] G4 Fut in Past  [ ] G5 There was/were  [ ] G6 Passive  [ ] 6 vocab  [ ] all labelled


