	Teacher's Lesson Plan
The New Shopping Centre  |  90 Minutes  |  A1-A2



	Student Handouts 1-6 are in a separate file: ShoppingCentre_Student_Handouts.docx - print one copy per student.



	Topic
	The New Shopping Centre - Mia and her dad visit the new mall. She needs to find everything before the centre closes.

	Level
	A1-A2

	Duration
	90 minutes

	Skills
	Reading, Listening, Speaking, Writing (+ Vocabulary + Grammar)

	Grammar
	General prepositions of place: next to / opposite / between / in front of / behind / above / below / near + revision of at/in/on

	Vocabulary
	10 A1-A2 words: shop / map / lift / escalator / exit / sign / floor / queue / counter / entrance

	Materials
	Student Handouts 1-6 (printed); whiteboard; this plan



Key Grammar - Teaching Notes
NEXT TO / BESIDE: directly at the side (touching or very close)
OPPOSITE: directly across - say 'opposite the cafe' NOT 'opposite to the cafe'
BETWEEN: always between X AND Y - never just 'between X'
IN FRONT OF: before something, facing it
BEHIND: at the back
ABOVE / BELOW: vertical axis - above = higher than / below = lower than
NEAR: close to, but not directly beside

KEY CONTRAST: next to / near / opposite
next to = directly beside (touching)
near = in the same area
opposite = directly across

BETWEEN: drill the two-reference rule - 'between the cafe and the bookshop' NOT 'between the cafe'.

Lesson Procedure
	Time
	Stage
	Skill
	Teacher does
	Students do

	0-6 min
	Lead-in
	Speaking
	Draw street on board with 4 shops. Introduce all 8 preps with diagram. Quick AT/IN/ON revision.
	Answer where each shop is. Use all 8 prepositions with diagram.

	6-13 min
	Vocabulary
	--
	5-7 minutes. Most words A1. Part B gap-fill.
	Part A: quick check. Part B: gap-fill.

	13-40 min
	Grammar
	--
	8 prepositions -> map -> key contrasts -> AT/IN/ON revision -> Exercises 1-5.
	Study map. Exercises 1-5. Pair-check.

	40-52 min
	Reading
	Reading
	Gist: 'Where is each shop?' Underline prepositions. Tasks 1 & 2.
	Read Mia's guide. Questions. T/F/NG.

	52-65 min
	Listening
	Listening
	Context: 'Mia and her dad navigate the centre.' Read TWICE.
	1st: MCQ. 2nd: notes. Compare.

	65-78 min
	Speaking
	Speaking
	Map game + describe classroom. Monitor all 8. Delayed feedback.
	Map game. Describe places. Discussion.

	78-90 min
	Writing
	Writing
	60-80 words, all 8 preps, 4 vocab.
	Write a shopping centre guide. Self-check.



Teaching Notes
Handout 2 - Grammar
The shopping centre map is the key tool - it forces all 8 prepositions in a dense, natural context. Students describe shop locations relative to each other.

KEY CONTRASTS:
- next to / near / opposite: draw three shops on the board (two next to each other, one opposite). Discuss.
- between: always needs two reference points: 'between X and Y'. Drill explicitly.
- in front of vs behind: spatial contrast. Draw a simple diagram.
- above vs below: vertical axis. Reference to the map.
- opposite vs in front of: opposite = across from / in front of = facing it from a position

COMMON ERRORS:
- next the cafe (missing 'to') -> next TO the cafe
- in front the entrance (missing 'of') -> in front OF
- between the cafe (missing second reference) -> between the cafe AND the exit
- opposite to (extra 'to') -> opposite the cafe
- over the door (over = movement, above = position) -> above
- behind of (extra 'of') -> behind the escalator

Handout 3 - Reading
Mia's shopping guide. All 8 prepositions plus AT/IN/ON. T/F/NG: 1 T / 2 F (opposite the cafe) / 3 T / 4 NG (text mentions ground and first floor - not three floors) / 5 T.

Handout 4 - Listening
Mia and dad navigate. Task 1: 1-B (between the cafe and exit) / 2-C (sign above the door) / 3-A (ground floor, opposite cafe, next to lift). Task 2: (1) next to the lift / (2) opposite the cafe / (3) between cafe and exit / above the door / (5) behind the escalator / near the exit.

Handout 5 - Speaking
Task A (map game) is highly motivating and generates dense use of all 8 prepositions in a natural communicative context. Task B (describe classroom) personalises the grammar. Task C provides extended production.

Handout 6 - Writing
60-80 words. All 8 general prepositions required. The self-check lists each one. Encourage a guide format matching the reading. This completes the prepositions of place series.

Listening Script - 'Where Do We Go First?'
	Read aloud twice at a clear A1-A2 pace. Do NOT show to students during the tasks.



	Mia:
	Dad! The shopping centre is so big! Where do we go first?


	Dad:
	Look at the map near the entrance. What is on your list?


	Mia:
	First, I need a book. Is there a bookshop?


	Dad:
	Yes - it is on the ground floor, opposite the cafe. And next to the lift.


	Mia:
	Perfect. And I need shoes. Where is the shoe shop?


	Dad:
	On the first floor. Go up the escalator - the shoe shop is in front of the escalator when you get to the top.


	Mia:
	Look at that sign above the door! 'Welcome to Greenfield Mall.' I love it!


	Dad:
	Focus, Mia. What else is on the list?


	Mia:
	Mum needs medicine from the pharmacy. Where is it?


	Dad:
	The pharmacy is between the cafe and the exit - on the ground floor. Easy to find.


	Mia:
	What about the food shop? I want to buy something for dinner.


	Dad:
	The food shop is behind the escalator, near the exit. Come on - let's start at the bookshop!



	Prepositions in the script:
1. NEXT TO: next to the lift
1. OPPOSITE: opposite the cafe
1. BETWEEN: between the cafe and the exit
1. IN FRONT OF: in front of the escalator
1. BEHIND: behind the escalator
1. ABOVE: above the door
1. NEAR: near the entrance / near the exit
1. AT/IN/ON: on the ground floor / on the first floor / at the top / in front of



Answer Key
Handout 1 - Vocabulary
	Part B:
1. map  2. entrance  3. sign  4. lift  5. escalator  6. floor  7. queue  8. counter  9. exit  10. shop



Handout 2 - Grammar
	Exercise 1:
1. next to  2. opposite  3. between  4. in front of  5. behind  6. above  7. below  8. near  9. next to  10. between  11. opposite  12. behind

Exercise 3:
1. on  2. on  3. next to  4. opposite  5. between  6. above  7. in front of  8. behind

Exercise 5 (errors):
1. next to the lift (NOT next the)
2. in front of the entrance (NOT in front the)
3. between the cafe and the exit (needs AND + second reference)
4. opposite the cafe (NOT opposite to)
5. above the door (NOT over - over = movement, above = position)
6. behind the escalator (NOT behind of)



Handout 3 - Reading
	Task 1:
1. On the ground floor, opposite the cafe, next to the lift.
2. On the first floor, in front of the escalator.
3. Between the cafe and the exit.
4. Behind the escalator, near the exit.
5. Because the centre closes at eight and she has a long list.

Task 2 (T/F/NG):
1 T  2 F (opposite the cafe)  3 T  4 NG  5 T



Handout 4 - Listening
	Task 1:
1-B  2-C  3-A

Task 2:
(1) next to the lift  (2) opposite the cafe  (3) between the cafe and the exit  (4) above the door  (5) behind the escalator / near the exit


