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	Grammar: Present Perfect  /  Present Perfect Progressive  /  Must  /  Future Simple (will)



	Name: __________________________    Date: __________________    Class: ____________
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Part A - Key Words

	Word
	What it means

	con artist
	a person who tricks others using clever schemes — usually over a long period

	trust
	the belief that someone is honest and reliable — con artists exploit this

	persuade
	to make someone agree to do something through argument or charm

	scheme
	a secret or dishonest plan — the con artists ran their scheme for years

	lure
	to attract someone into a dangerous or dishonest situation

	accomplice
	a person who helps another commit a crime

	fraud
	the crime of deceiving someone to gain money or advantage

	negotiate
	to discuss terms in order to reach an agreement

	identity
	who a person is — the con artist used a false identity and fake business cards

	motive
	the reason someone does something — greed is the most common motive in financial crime



Part B - Fill in the Gaps

1.  A skilled __________________ can build your trust over weeks before taking everything you have.
2.  The foundation of every long con is __________________ - the victim must believe the criminal completely.
3.  George __________________ Robert to invest his entire savings by promising guaranteed returns of 30%.
4.  Anna has been following the __________________ for three weeks and has documented every meeting.
5.  The promise of easy money is used to __________________ victims into the trap.
6.  George's __________________ played the role of a satisfied investor who had already made a fortune.
7.  Investment __________________ is one of the most difficult crimes to prosecute because the money is transferred voluntarily.
8.  Robert tried to __________________ with George to get some of the money back - but George had disappeared.
9.  The con artist used a false __________________ - a fake name, fake business cards and a fake office address.
10.  The police say the __________________ is clear - money - but proving intent in court is much harder.
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Four Structures - The Language of Investigation

	PRESENT PERFECT
A past event with a connection to the present - result, experience, or recent news.
Anna has discovered a new scam.  /  Robert has lost his entire savings.
Have you ever been tricked by someone you trusted?  (experience)
Time words: already / just / yet / ever / never / recently / for / since



	PRESENT PERFECT PROGRESSIVE
An activity that started in the past and is STILL continuing - emphasises duration.
Anna has been investigating this group for three weeks.  (still investigating)
Robert has been waiting for his money ever since.  (still waiting)
KEY: PP = finished action / PPP = activity still in progress
'She has written the report.' (done)  vs  'She has been writing it.' (still going)



	MUST
Two uses: DEDUCTION and OBLIGATION.
Deduction: He must be part of the team - he knew too much.
Deduction (past): She must have known about the scam from the start.
Obligation: The police must investigate immediately.
Note: must not = forbidden  /  don't have to = not necessary (different!)



	FUTURE SIMPLE (WILL)
Predictions, promises and spontaneous decisions.
The con artists will move to a new city soon.  (prediction)
I will never trust a stranger with my money again.  (promise / decision)
Negative: won't  /  Question: Will they be caught?



Exercise 1 - Present Perfect or PPP?
Write PP or PPP. Ask: is the action finished or still in progress?

1.  Anna has published three articles about the con artist gang.  [ ]
2.  She has been following them for three weeks and hasn't stopped yet.  [ ]
3.  The police have opened a formal investigation into the scheme.  [ ]
4.  Robert has been waiting for the money to return for over six weeks.  [ ]
5.  The con artists have used at least four false identities.  [ ]
6.  They have been operating this scheme in different cities for years.  [ ]
7.  George has completely disappeared - no one has seen him since Tuesday.  [ ]
8.  The victim has been trying to contact the police every day this week.  [ ]

Exercise 2 - Complete the Sentences
Use: Present Perfect / PPP / Must / Future Simple.

1.  Anna __________________ (investigate) this group since the beginning of the month. [PPP]
2.  Robert __________________ (lose) everything he saved over thirty years. [PP]
3.  They __________________ (plan) this con for months before they approached Robert. [PPP]
4.  He knew exactly which questions to ask - he __________________ (be) part of the team. [Must - deduction]
5.  I __________________ (never / trust) a stranger with my money again. [Future]
6.  You __________________ (report) any suspicious investment offer to the police immediately. [Must - obligation]
7.  George __________________ (disappear) completely - no one has seen him for weeks. [PP]
8.  They __________________ (move) to another city as soon as they know Anna is watching. [Future]
9.  This gang __________________ (operate) under different names for at least five years. [PPP]
10.  He __________________ (use) a false identity - the address he gave doesn't exist. [Must - deduction]

Exercise 3 - Must: Deduction or Obligation?
Write D (deduction) or O (obligation).

1.  He knew Robert's daily routine - he must have been watching him for weeks.  [ ]
2.  The police must act before the gang moves to another city.  [ ]
3.  George used a different name in every city - he must have a large collection of false documents.  [ ]
4.  Victims must report investment fraud within thirty days to qualify for legal assistance.  [ ]
5.  She agreed to invest without checking the company - she must have been completely convinced.  [ ]

Exercise 4 - Present Perfect or PPP?
Choose the correct form.

1.  Anna __________________ (has written / has been writing) the report. It was sent to the editor this morning.
2.  She __________________ (has written / has been writing) the report all morning - it's still not finished.
3.  The police __________________ (have investigated / have been investigating) three similar cases this year - all closed now.
4.  They __________________ (have been investigating / have investigated) the gang for months and haven't stopped yet.
5.  George __________________ (has disappeared / has been disappearing) - nobody has seen him since Tuesday.

Exercise 5 - Find and Correct the Error

1.  "Robert lost his savings and still feels the impact today."
     Corrected: ___________________________________________________________________
2.  "They have planned this con for months before they approached him."
     Corrected: ___________________________________________________________________
3.  "He knew too much - he must to be part of the team."
     Corrected: ___________________________________________________________________
4.  "The con artists will moving to a new city as soon as they find out."
     Corrected: ___________________________________________________________________
5.  "Robert has waited for six weeks - the money has not arrived."
     Corrected: ___________________________________________________________________
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	Anna's Report - The Investment That Never Existed



	The set-up
	Anna has been following a team of professional con artists for three weeks. In that time, she has documented six meetings between the team's leader - a man called George - and his latest victim, Robert, a retired teacher. Robert has invested his entire life savings: thirty-two thousand euros. He has received nothing in return. George has completely disappeared.



	The method
	The long con is different from the street scam. It requires patience. The con artist must build trust over days or even weeks before asking for money. George met Robert at his regular cafe and gradually introduced the idea of an exclusive investment opportunity. An accomplice played the role of a satisfied client who had already made a fortune. Robert must have felt completely certain - he told friends the investment was 'the opportunity of a lifetime.'



	The future
	The police have opened a formal investigation. But they warn it will take time. This team has been operating across three countries for at least five years, using different identities. They will almost certainly move to a new location once they become aware of Anna's investigation. Robert says he will never invest in anything again without independent legal advice. He has been waiting for justice for six weeks. It will not come quickly.



	After reading: Find three examples of PP and two of PPP. Write and explain each.


___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Task 1 - Answer the Questions
Write full sentences.

1.  How long has Anna been following the gang and what has she documented?
___________________________________________________________________
2.  What was the accomplice's role in the scheme?
___________________________________________________________________
3.  Why is the long con harder to prosecute than the street scam?
___________________________________________________________________
4.  What does Anna predict the gang will do next? Why?
___________________________________________________________________
5.  What has changed for Robert as a result of this experience?
___________________________________________________________________

Task 2 - True / False / Not Given
Write T, F or NG.

1.  Anna has documented six meetings between George and Robert.   [ T / F / NG ]
2.  George and Robert met for the first time at George's office.   [ T / F / NG ]
3.  The gang has operated in more than one country.   [ T / F / NG ]
4.  Robert's friends tried to warn him about George before he invested.   [ T / F / NG ]
5.  Robert says he will always seek legal advice before investing in future.   [ T / F / NG ]
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	Listen to Anna's interview with Robert, the victim of the long con. Your teacher will read the dialogue twice.



Task 1 - Choose the Correct Answer
Circle A, B or C.
1.  How much has Robert lost, and over how many years?
      A.  Twenty thousand euros saved over twenty years
      B.  Forty-five thousand euros saved over forty years
      C.  His entire savings - everything he saved over thirty years

2.  What does Robert believe now about George's intentions?
      A.  He must have been planning the con from the very beginning
      B.  He thinks George may have genuinely believed in the investment
      C.  He believes George acted alone without any help

3.  What does Robert say about his future behaviour?
      A.  He will continue to invest but only in large companies
      B.  He will never trust a stranger with his money again
      C.  He plans to take legal action and will try to recover the money

Task 2 - Complete the Notes
Write ONE, TWO or THREE words for each gap.

	Interview Notes - Robert
1.  First contact: ___________________________ ago / cafe / savings: ___________________________ years
2.  Robert now thinks: ___________________________ from the beginning / goal: ___________________________ his trust
3.  Robert ___________________________ for the money / for ___________________________ weeks now
4.  George: phone fake / office fake / ___________________________ a false identity
5.  Police: opened investigation / gang ___________________________ / Robert ___________________________ strangers again



Task 3 - Grammar in the Listening
Find one example of each structure.

1.  Present Perfect:
     ___________________________________________________________________
2.  Present Perfect Progressive:
     ___________________________________________________________________
3.  Must (deduction):
     ___________________________________________________________________
4.  Must (obligation):
     ___________________________________________________________________
5.  Future Simple (will):
     ___________________________________________________________________
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Task A - Role-Play: The Journalist and the Victim
Work in pairs. One is Anna, one is Robert. Use all four structures. Then swap.

	Card A - Anna (Journalist)
1. "How long have you been waiting for...?" [PPP]
1. "What has happened since...?" [PP]
1. "He must have known about you before..." [Must]
1. "What will you do now?" [Future]
1. "Have you ever trusted someone like this?" [PP]
1. "The police must act - don't you think?" [Must]
	Card B - Robert (Victim)
1. "I've been waiting for weeks..." [PPP]
1. "I've lost everything I worked for..." [PP]
1. "He must have been planning this..." [Must]
1. "I will never trust a stranger again..." [Future]
1. "They have been doing this for years..." [PPP]
1. "The law must change to protect people like me." [Must]

Then swap.



Task B - Discussion
Talk in groups of three.

1.  Robert must have suspected something was wrong before he invested - but he ignored the signs. Why do people trust strangers with their money? What makes someone vulnerable to a long con? Use must for deductions.
2.  The gang has been operating across three countries for five years. What must governments do to protect people from financial fraud? Use must for obligation and will for predictions about the future.
3.  Anna has been investigating this story for three weeks. If you were Anna, what would you do next? What will she find? What will happen to George? Use PP, PPP and Future Simple in your answers.
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Task - Investigation Update or Victim Statement

	Choose one:
Option A - Investigation Update: Anna's update to her editor: what she has found, what has been happening, and what she predicts will happen next.
Option B - Victim Statement: Robert's statement to the police: what has happened, how long he has been waiting, and what he believes must happen now.
Word count: 80-100 words



	Your text must include all four structures (underline each one):
Present Perfect  /  PPP  /  Must  /  Future Simple  /  4 vocabulary words from Handout 1

























	Self-check: [ ] 80-100 words  [ ] PP  [ ] PPP  [ ] Must  [ ] Future Simple  [ ] 4 vocab  [ ] all underlined


