	Teacher's Lesson Plan
Punishment  |  90 Minutes  |  B2-C2



	Student Handouts 1-6 are in a separate file: Punishment_Student_Handouts.docx - print one copy per student.



	Topic
	Punishment - Kate is a journalist writing a column the night before a high-profile sentencing. A man released early reoffended. The public demands the maximum. Kate's research tells a more complicated story.

	Level
	B2-C2

	Duration
	90 minutes

	Skills
	Reading, Listening, Speaking (sentencing panel simulation), Writing (opinion column or analytical essay)

	Grammar
	G1: Passive reporting / G2: Modals+perfect / G3: Mixed conditionals / G4: Cleft sentences / G5: Concession / G6: Subjunctive / G7: Inversion

	Vocabulary
	12 C1-C2 words: deterrence / rehabilitation / recidivism / culpability / incarceration / retribution / mitigation / acquittal / perpetrator / judiciary / reoffend / proportionality

	Materials
	Student Handouts 1-6 (printed); whiteboard; this plan



Key Grammar - Teaching Notes
G6 - Subjunctive
The mandative subjunctive after essential/imperative/vital:
'It is essential that every offender BE assessed.' (NOT is)
'It is imperative that the parole board REVIEW its criteria.' (NOT reviews)

The formal hypothetical:
'WERE the judiciary to base decisions on evidence, outcomes would improve.'
(= If the judiciary were to base...) - more formal, written register.

COMMON ERRORS: students add -s to the subjunctive verb, or use 'is' instead of 'be'.

G7 - Inversion
Four key patterns:
'Not only did + subject + verb' (also: not only has/have/was/were)
'Never before has + subject + verb'
'Rarely does/do + subject + verb'
'Only when + clause + auxiliary + subject + verb'

Most important B2-C2 form: 'Not only did the system fail him - it failed his victims too.'
'Never before has the gap between evidence and opinion been this wide.'

COMMON ERROR: 'Never before have recidivism been...' -> singular subject = 'has'

G3 - Mixed Conditionals in this context
Past failure -> present consequence:
'If the programme HAD BEEN funded, recidivism rates WOULDN'T BE this high NOW.'

Present state -> past consequence:
'If the judiciary WEREN'T so risk-averse, the prison system WOULD HAVE COLLAPSED years ago.'

The justice system context is perfect for this - every present crisis connects to a past failure.

Lesson Procedure
	Time
	Stage
	Skill
	Teacher does
	Students do

	0-8 min
	Lead-in
	Speaking
	'What is punishment for?' Board: Retribution / Deterrence / Rehabilitation / Incapacitation. Rank. Introduce Kate's dilemma.
	Rank the four purposes. Discuss. Form initial positions.

	8-18 min
	Vocabulary
	--
	12 C1-C2 words. Concept-check recidivism, culpability, mitigation. Part B.
	Read + self-test. Gap-fill.

	18-46 min
	Grammar
	--
	7 cards -> subjunctive drill -> inversion patterns -> Exercises 1-5.
	Study cards. Exercises 1-5. Pair-check.

	46-58 min
	Reading
	Reading
	Gist: 'Kate's central argument.' Label all 7 structures. Tasks 1-2.
	Read column. Label G1-G7. Q+A. T/F/NG.

	58-70 min
	Listening
	Listening
	Context: 'Kate interviews Dr. Marsh and Mrs. Webb.' Read TWICE.
	MCQ. Notes. Grammar Task 3.

	70-82 min
	Speaking
	Speaking
	Sentencing panel simulation (4 roles) + Four Purposes debate. Monitor all 7.
	Role-play. Debate.

	82-90 min
	Writing
	Writing
	120-150 words. Option A (column) or B (essay). All 7 + 6 vocab.
	Write. Self-check.



Listening Script - 'What Does Justice Actually Mean?'
	Read aloud twice at a clear B2-C1 pace. Do NOT show to students during the tasks.



	Kate:
	Dr. Marsh, you've studied recidivism for twenty years. The public is furious. This man should have been more closely supervised after release. Could this reoffence have been prevented?


	Dr. Marsh:
	It is widely argued that supervision alone is not enough. The reoffence could have been prevented - but only if his reintegration programme had been properly resourced. It is believed that underfunding of post-release support is the single greatest predictor of recidivism. Not only did the system fail to support him - it failed the community he returned to.


	Kate:
	And yet the public wants a longer sentence. Doesn't that deter?


	Dr. Marsh:
	It is claimed that longer sentences deter crime. The evidence, however, is contested. Rarely does the length of a sentence enter the mind of someone committing a crime in the heat of the moment. It is proportionality - not severity - that is said to matter most in sentencing. Were the judiciary to focus on evidence rather than public pressure, outcomes would be significantly better.


	Kate:
	Mrs. Webb - your son was the victim. What do you want from this sentence?


	Mrs. Webb:
	I want justice. Not revenge - justice. It is essential that this court acknowledge what was lost. My son should have had a future. That future was taken from him. Despite what the experts say about rehabilitation, someone must be held accountable. And I believe - I truly believe - that only when the public sees accountability will trust in the justice system begin to return.


	Kate:
	Granted that both of you want justice - you define it very differently.


	Dr. Marsh:
	That is precisely the problem. It is not the sentence that defines justice - it is what happens before and after it. Never before has the gap between what the public demands and what the evidence supports been this wide. And until we bridge that gap, the cycle will continue.



	All 7 structures in the script:
1. G1 Passive reporting: It is widely argued / It is believed / It is claimed / is said to matter most
1. G2 Modals+perfect: should have been supervised / could have been prevented / should have had a future
1. G3 Mixed conditional: if his programme had been properly resourced (implied)
1. G4 Cleft: It is proportionality - not severity - / It is not the sentence that defines justice
1. G5 Concession: Despite what the experts say / Granted that both of you want justice
1. G6 Subjunctive: It is essential that this court acknowledge / Were the judiciary to focus
1. G7 Inversion: Not only did the system fail / Rarely does the length / Never before has the gap / only when the public sees will trust begin



Answer Key
	Handout 1 Part B:
1. deterrence  2. rehabilitation  3. recidivism  4. culpability  5. incarceration  6. retribution  7. mitigation  8. acquittal  9. perpetrator  10. judiciary  11. reoffend  12. proportionality

Exercise 1:
1-G1 / 2-G2 / 3-G3 / 4-G4 / 5-G5 / 6-G6 / 7-G7 / 8-G1 / 9-G2 / 10-G7

Exercise 2:
1. is argued to reduce  2. should have been monitored  3. had been funded / wouldn't be  4. It is proportionality that / matters  5. Despite  6. that every offender conduct  7. Never before  8. could have been prevented  9. Were  10. Not only

Exercise 3 (inversions):
1. Not only did the system fail the offender - it failed his victims too.
2. Never before has recidivism been so closely linked to underfunding.
3. Rarely do long sentences deter crimes committed in the heat of the moment.
4. Only when the public understands the evidence will reform be possible.

Exercise 4 (subjunctive):
1. be  2. review  3. Were  4. acknowledge  5. be

Exercise 5 (errors):
1. is argued to have INCREASED (NOT to have increase)
2. should HAVE BEEN monitored (NOT should been)
3. weren't / would have COLLAPSED (mixed conditional - 2nd type)
4. It is justice - NOT 'It is what justice'
5. Never before HAS recidivism (singular subject)

Reading T/F/NG:
1 T  2 F (proportionality, not severity)  3 T  4 NG  5 T

Listening Task 1:
1-B  2-C  3-A

Listening Task 2:
(1) is widely argued / properly resourced  (2) proportionality / matter most  (3) Were / outcomes  (4) essential / acknowledge  (5) Never before / gap


