	The Piano Lesson
Student Handouts  |  90-Minute Lesson  |  Level A2–B1



	Skills: Reading  |  Listening  |  Speaking  |  Writing
Grammar: Past Progressive (all forms)  •  Past Simple vs Past Progressive  •  when / while



	Name: __________________________    Date: __________________    Class: ____________




	Handout 1  |  Vocabulary
	Vocabulary



Part A — Key Phrases
Read each phrase and its meaning. Then cover the right column and test yourself.

	Phrase
	What it means

	play the piano
	to make music by pressing the keys of a piano

	make a mistake
	to do something wrong — to play a wrong note or say the wrong thing

	practise a piece
	to play a piece of music many times to get better at it

	knock on the door
	to hit the door with your hand to ask if you can come in

	ring
	when a phone or bell makes a sound to get your attention

	concentrate
	to think carefully and give all your attention to something

	look out of the window
	to turn your head and look through the glass at what is outside

	fall asleep
	to start sleeping, sometimes when you don't want to

	give a lesson
	to teach someone how to do something, like play an instrument

	feel nervous
	to feel worried and not relaxed, often before something important



Part B — Fill in the Gaps
Use the phrases from Part A in the correct form.

1.  I always __________________ before a test. My hands shake and I can't think clearly.
2.  She has been learning to __________________ for three years. She is very good now.
3.  I __________________ in the middle of the song. My teacher stopped me and we started again.
4.  It is hard to __________________ when your little brother is running around the room.
5.  I need to __________________ every day. My teacher says practice is the most important thing.
6.  Someone started to __________________ in the middle of my lesson. My teacher opened it.
7.  My music teacher comes to our house on Tuesdays to __________________ .
8.  The lesson was very boring, so I started to __________________ . It was a sunny day outside.
9.  My mobile started to __________________ in the middle of the exam. It was so embarrassing!
10.  I __________________ in the car on the way home. I was so tired after the concert.

Part C — Match  ★ For fast finishers
Match each phrase (1–10) to the correct meaning (a–j). Write the letter.


	Handout 2  |  Grammar
	Grammar



Grammar Reference — Past Progressive

Form: was / were + verb-ing
	I / he / she / it  was playing     |     you / we / they  were playing
Negative: wasn't playing  /  weren't playing
Question: Was she playing? → Yes, she was. / No, she wasn't.
              What was she doing? → She was practising a piece.



Past Simple vs Past Progressive — contrast

	Past Simple
	Past Progressive

	completed / sudden event:
The phone rang.
	action in progress (background):
I was playing the piano.

	The interruption — short, finished action
	The background — longer, ongoing action

	Signals: suddenly · then · at that moment
	Signals: at 6pm · all morning · while



	When vs While:
when + Past Simple (the interruption): "She was playing when the phone rang."
while + Past Progressive (the background): "While she was playing, the phone rang."
Both sentences mean the same thing — only the word order changes!



Exercise 1 — Past Progressive Forms
Write the correct Past Progressive form of the verb in brackets.

1.  At 5pm yesterday, Anna __________________ (play) the piano in the living room.
2.  Her parents __________________ (wait) in the kitchen while she had her lesson.
3.  Her teacher __________________ (not / listen) carefully — she was looking at her phone.
4.  __________________ she __________________ (practise) a difficult piece? Yes, she was.
5.  All the children __________________ (sit) quietly when the teacher came in.
6.  He __________________ (not / concentrate) — he was looking out of the window.

Exercise 2 — Past Simple or Past Progressive?
Complete each sentence with the correct form of both verbs.

1.  She __________________ (play) the piano when her phone __________________ (ring).
2.  He __________________ (knock) on the door while she __________________ (concentrate).
3.  They __________________ (wait) outside when the teacher __________________ (arrive).
4.  The student __________________ (fall asleep) while the teacher __________________ (give) the lesson.
5.  She __________________ (look) out of the window when her mum __________________ (call) her name.
6.  He __________________ (make) a mistake while he __________________ (practise) the new piece.

Exercise 3 — When or While?
Fill in when or while.

1.  I was playing the piano __________________ the door opened suddenly.
2.  __________________ he was giving the lesson, his phone rang twice.
3.  She made a mistake __________________ she was playing the most difficult part.
4.  __________________ I was concentrating, someone knocked on the window.
5.  We were sitting quietly __________________ the teacher walked in.
6.  He fell asleep __________________ she was practising her piece.

Exercise 4 — Mixed — Fill in the Gaps
Use the words in the box.

	was practising  |  knocked  |  was concentrating  |  walked in  |  was playing  |  rang  |  felt  |  was looking



Yesterday I had a very strange piano lesson. I (1) __________________ a difficult piece when someone (2) __________________ on the door. I stopped playing because I (3) __________________ very hard and the noise made me jump. A man (4) __________________ — he was the neighbour. While I (5) __________________ , my teacher's mobile (6) __________________ . She went out to answer it. I (7) __________________ a bit nervous and bored, so I (8) __________________ out of the window and waited.


	Handout 3  |  Reading
	Reading



	A Memorable Lesson



	Paragraph 1
	Last Tuesday, Anna had her weekly piano lesson. She was feeling very nervous when she started because her teacher asked her to play a new piece. Anna was playing slowly and carefully, trying hard not to make a mistake.


	Paragraph 2
	While Anna was playing, she noticed something strange. Her teacher was reading a book. Anna stopped and looked at her. 'Sorry,' her teacher said, 'please continue.' Anna started again, but now she was feeling confused and could not concentrate.


	Paragraph 3
	Then, while she was playing the most difficult part, her teacher's phone rang. The teacher got up and left the room to answer it. Anna sat at the piano and looked out of the window. She waited for five minutes.


	Paragraph 4
	When the teacher came back, she smiled and said, 'That was excellent, Anna. You played very well today.' Anna did not know what to say. It was the strangest lesson she ever had — but also the best review!



Task 1 — Answer the Questions
Write full sentences.

1.  How was Anna feeling when she started the lesson?
___________________________________________________________________
2.  What was Anna's teacher doing while Anna was playing?
___________________________________________________________________
3.  What happened while Anna was playing the most difficult part?
___________________________________________________________________
4.  Why did Anna stop concentrating in Paragraph 2?
___________________________________________________________________
5.  What did the teacher say when she came back?
___________________________________________________________________

Task 2 — True / False / Not Given
Write T, F or NG. Use only information from the text.

1.  Anna was feeling nervous at the start of the lesson.   [ T / F / NG ]
2.  Anna's teacher was sleeping while Anna was playing.   [ T / F / NG ]
3.  Anna waited for five minutes while her teacher was on the phone.   [ T / F / NG ]
4.  It was raining outside when Anna looked out of the window.   [ T / F / NG ]
5.  The teacher said Anna played well.   [ T / F / NG ]


	Handout 4  |  Listening
	Listening



	Listen to Anna telling her friend Ben about her piano lesson. Your teacher will read the dialogue twice.



Task 1 — Choose the Correct Answer
Circle A, B or C.
1.  What was Anna doing when the interruptions started?
      A.  She was waiting for her teacher
      B.  She was practising a new piece
      C.  She was having a break

2.  Who interrupted the lesson first?
      A.  Anna's mother
      B.  Anna's teacher
      C.  Anna's little brother

3.  How was Anna feeling at the end of the lesson?
      A.  Very nervous
      B.  Happy and relaxed
      C.  Bored and tired

Task 2 — Complete the Notes
Write ONE or TWO words for each gap.

	Anna's Piano Lesson — Notes
1.  Anna was practising a ___________________________ when the first interruption happened
2.  Anna made a ___________________________ and had to start again
3.  While Anna was playing, her little brother ___________________________ on the door
4.  Anna's teacher was trying to listen but Anna wasn't ___________________________ any more
5.  By the end, Anna was feeling very ___________________________




	Handout 5  |  Speaking
	Speaking



Task A — Describe a Past Scene
Work in pairs. Read your card carefully and describe the scene to your partner. Use Past Progressive and Past Simple.

	Card A — Student A
Describe this scene to your partner:
1. It was 7pm last Tuesday.
1. You were playing the piano.
1. Your friend was sitting on the sofa and listening.
1. Suddenly, the doorbell rang.
1. You stopped playing. You opened the door.
1. It was your neighbour with a big cake!

Start: "I was playing the piano when …"
	Card B — Student B
Describe this scene to your partner:
1. It was 4pm last Saturday.
1. You were concentrating on a piece.
1. Your little brother was running around the room.
1. Suddenly, he knocked over a glass of water.
1. The water fell on the piano.
1. You jumped up and shouted!

Start: "While I was concentrating, my brother …"



	Useful Language
Background (PP): "I was playing …" | "She was reading …" | "We were waiting …"
Interruption (PS): "when the phone rang" | "when someone knocked" | "then he walked in"
Linking: "while I was …" | "when suddenly …" | "at that moment …"



Task B — Discussion
Talk in groups of three.

1.  Do you play a musical instrument? Were you nervous when you first started? What were you doing when you played your first note?
2.  Was something funny or embarrassing happening when you were younger — in class, at home, or with friends? What were you doing when it happened?
3.  What were you doing yesterday at this time? Were you concentrating on something or relaxing?


	Handout 6  |  Writing
	Writing



Task — Write About a Memorable Moment

	The task: Write about a memorable or funny moment from your life. Describe what was happening (the background) and what suddenly happened to interrupt it.
Word count: 80–110 words



Your text must include:
1. What was happening — the background scene  (Past Progressive)
1. What suddenly happened — the interruption  (Past Simple)
1. The words when or while to link the two tenses
1. How you felt  (was feeling nervous / surprised / happy …)
1. At least FOUR phrases from Handout 1

	Helpful phrases:
"I was [doing something] when suddenly …"
"While I was …, someone …" | "I was feeling … because …"
"At that moment, I …" | "Then I …" | "It was the most … moment of my life."



Write a title for your text.






























	Self-check: [ ] 80–110 words   [ ] Past Progressive   [ ] Past Simple   [ ] when or while   [ ] How you felt   [ ] 4 vocab phrases   [ ] Title


