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	Handout 1  |  Vocabulary
	Vocabulary



Part A - Key Words

	Word
	What it means

	truce
	an agreement to stop fighting for a period — the Christmas Truce of 1914 was not ordered: it simply happened

	ceasefire
	a temporary, usually official stop to fighting

	adversary
	an opponent or enemy in a conflict

	spontaneous
	happening naturally, without planning or organisation

	goodwill
	friendly and cooperative feelings towards others

	reconciliation
	restoring friendly relations after a conflict

	commemorate
	to remember and show respect for an event from the past

	generosity
	the quality of giving freely — the soldiers showed extraordinary generosity

	festivity
	celebration and enjoyment — singing, feasting, gathering together

	ritual
	an action performed regularly as part of a tradition

	exchange
	to give something and receive something in return

	humanity
	the quality of being kind and compassionate — even in the worst conditions



Part B - Fill in the Gaps

1.  On Christmas Eve 1914, soldiers on both sides agreed to an informal __________________, putting down their weapons and stepping into No Man's Land.
2.  For five months, British and German soldiers had been __________________ — men who had never met, shooting at each other across the mud.
3.  The truce was entirely __________________ — it was not planned, not ordered, and not approved by military commanders on either side.
4.  Christmas is a time of __________________ — of wishing well to others, even those we do not know.
5.  The soldiers __________________ gifts: cigarettes, chocolate, buttons and small photographs of their families.
6.  What the truce showed was the fundamental __________________ of the men involved — their capacity for kindness even in the most terrible conditions.
7.  Christmas __________________ — the singing, the decorating, the gathering together — are observed in similar ways across many different cultures.
8.  Every year on 11th November, people across Britain __________________ those who died in the two World Wars.
9.  The giving of gifts is an ancient __________________ that appears in cultures and religions all over the world.
10.  After years of conflict, the two countries began a slow process of __________________, building trust through trade and cultural exchange.
11.  The soldiers showed remarkable __________________ — sharing food, tobacco and warmth with men who, the day before, had been trying to kill them.
12.  The truce ended when officers ordered their men back — it was never a formal __________________, and fighting resumed within days.


	Handout 2  |  Grammar
	Grammar



Seven Structures - The Language of History, Memory and Reflection

	G1 - PRESENT SIMPLE
What is true now - Christmas customs, what the story tells us, general truths.
People gather with family and exchange gifts. / Christmas reminds us of our shared humanity.
The story shows that even enemies share a common humanity.



	G2 - PAST SIMPLE
Completed events in 1914 - what happened, in order.
German soldiers lit candles. / Someone began to sing. / They shook hands and exchanged gifts.
Ask: 'Did this happen once, at a specific moment?' -> Past Simple



	G3 - PAST PERFECT
What had already happened BEFORE the truce - the background.
The soldiers had been fighting for five months when Christmas Eve arrived.
They had never spoken to the enemy before. / By December, thousands had already died.
Structure: had + past participle  /  Ask: 'Which event happened FIRST?'



	G4 - CAN
Ability / general possibility / what Christmas or humanity is capable of.
Christmas can remind us of what we share. / Even enemies can find common ground.
Goodwill can exist even in the darkest places.



	G5 - SHOULD
Obligation / strong recommendation / moral lessons from the past.
We should remember what happened in 1914. / Governments should listen to ordinary people.
We should celebrate goodwill - not just at Christmas, but throughout the year.



	G6 - MAY
Possibility / uncertainty / careful statements about what might be true.
They may have played football - though the evidence is uncertain.
This may be the most extraordinary moment of shared humanity in modern war.
The truce may have saved thousands of lives that night.



	G7 - WOULD
Three uses: past habit / hypothetical / polite request.
Past habit: Soldiers would sing carols every night that Christmas week.
Hypothetical: What would you do if you heard singing from the enemy trenches?
Polite: Would you like to join us? / Would you share your food with an adversary?



Exercise 1 - Label Each Sentence (G1-G7)

1.  By December 1914, the soldiers had already spent five months in the trenches.  [ ]
2.  On Christmas Eve, German soldiers lit candles and placed them on small trees.  [ ]
3.  Christmas can bring people together in ways that nothing else can.  [ ]
4.  He would talk about that night for the rest of his life.  [ ]
5.  We should never forget what those soldiers chose to do.  [ ]
6.  They may have played football in No Man's Land - the evidence is unclear.  [ ]
7.  Every year, families gather to share food, gifts and time together.  [ ]
8.  The men had never spoken to each other before they shook hands in No Man's Land.  [ ]
9.  What would you do if you heard singing from the enemy side of the battlefield?  [ ]
10.  Governments should learn from ordinary people, who often choose peace over war.  [ ]

Exercise 2 - Complete with the Correct Structure
Use the structure indicated.

1.  By the time Christmas arrived, the soldiers __________________ / __________________ five months in the trenches. [G3 + G2]
2.  A shared song __________________ break down barriers that years of conflict have built up. [G4]
3.  We __________________ forget the lessons of 1914. [G5 - negative]
4.  That Christmas, soldiers __________________ carols together across No Man's Land every evening. [G7 - past habit]
5.  Before the truce, these men __________________ to the enemy before - only shot at them. [G3 - negative]
6.  The truce __________________ saved many lives that night. [G6]
7.  Today, millions of people __________________ Christmas by decorating trees and giving gifts. [G1]
8.  When the German soldiers lit the candles, the British soldiers __________________ five months of brutal fighting. [G3]
9.  What __________________ if you heard singing from the enemy trenches? [G7 - hypothetical]
10.  This __________________ the most remarkable act of spontaneous peace in the history of modern warfare. [G6]

Exercise 3 - Past Perfect or Past Simple?
Choose the correct form. Ask: which event happened FIRST?

1.  Before they crossed No Man's Land, the soldiers __________________ (fought / had fought) each other for five months.
2.  On Christmas Eve, a German soldier __________________ (climbed / had climbed) out of the trench and walked forward.
3.  By Christmas Day, thousands of men __________________ (died / had died) in the fighting.
4.  The soldiers __________________ (shook / had shaken) hands and __________________ (exchanged / had exchanged) small gifts in the snow.
5.  When the soldier described that night to his great-granddaughter, he said he __________________ (kept / had kept) a photo of his German adversary for the rest of his life.

Exercise 4 - Can / Should / May / Would?
Choose the best modal. Think about the meaning.

1.  'A shared song __________________ break down barriers that years of conflict have built.' (ability/possibility)
2.  'We __________________ never forget the men who chose peace over hatred.' (moral obligation)
3.  'They __________________ have played football - but we can't be certain.' (past possibility - uncertain)
4.  'Every Christmas, he __________________ describe that night to anyone who would listen.' (past habit)
5.  'Governments __________________ listen to the soldiers who fight their wars.' (strong recommendation)
6.  'Even in the worst conditions, kindness __________________ exist - the truce proves it.' (general possibility)
7.  'This __________________ be the most powerful act of shared humanity in modern history.' (possibility - not certain)
8.  'What __________________ you do if you heard singing from the enemy side?' (hypothetical)

Exercise 5 - Find and Correct the Error

1.  "The soldiers already been fighting for five months when Christmas arrived."
     Corrected: ___________________________________________________________________
2.  "We should to remember the men who chose peace over hatred in 1914."
     Corrected: ___________________________________________________________________
3.  "The truce may be temporary, but its message was not." (talking about the past)
     Corrected: ___________________________________________________________________
4.  "Every evening that week, he use to sing carols with the German soldiers."
     Corrected: ___________________________________________________________________
5.  "Before they shook hands, these men never spoke to each other before."
     Corrected: ___________________________________________________________________


	Handout 3  |  Reading
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	Elena's Column - 'The Night They Stopped the War'



	The moment
	It is Christmas Eve, 1914. The soldiers have been in the trenches for five months. They had marched to war in August with flags and music, expecting a quick victory. By December, thousands had already died in the mud of Flanders, and no one spoke of victory any more. Then, that evening, something happened that no general had ordered. A German soldier lit a candle, placed it on a small Christmas tree, and set it on the edge of the trench. Then another candle. Then another. And from across No Man's Land, the British soldiers could see the light.



	The truce
	Someone began to sing. Then men on both sides stopped shooting. One by one, soldiers climbed out of their trenches and walked towards each other across the frozen mud. They shook hands with men they had been trying to kill that morning. They exchanged cigarettes, chocolate and small gifts. They may have played football - accounts differ, and no one can be certain - but what is certain is that they talked, they laughed, and they buried their dead together. It was spontaneous, unauthorised and brief. And it may be the most extraordinary thing that happened in the entire four years of the First World War.



	The lesson
	Christmas, at its heart, is about sharing - sharing warmth, sharing food, sharing time. What those soldiers shared was something rarer: the recognition that the man across the mud was not a monster, but a person with a family and a hope of returning to it. We should commemorate that recognition. Because the truce proves something important: that goodwill can exist even where hatred has been deliberately planted. And if it can exist there, it can exist anywhere. That, perhaps, is the most hopeful thought of the Christmas season.



	After reading: Find one example of each grammar structure (G1-G7). Underline and label them.



Task 1 - Answer the Questions
Write full sentences.

1.  What had happened to the soldiers between August and December 1914?
___________________________________________________________________
2.  How did the truce begin?
___________________________________________________________________
3.  What did the soldiers exchange? What may they have done?
___________________________________________________________________
4.  What does Elena say the truce proves?
___________________________________________________________________
5.  What does Elena say Christmas is really about?
___________________________________________________________________

Task 2 - True / False / Not Given
Write T, F or NG.

1.  The soldiers had been in the trenches for five months before Christmas Eve 1914.   [ T / F / NG ]
2.  The truce was officially ordered by commanders on both sides.   [ T / F / NG ]
3.  The soldiers helped each other bury the men who had died in the fighting.   [ T / F / NG ]
4.  Elena believes that the Christmas Truce lasted until the end of January 1915.   [ T / F / NG ]
5.  Elena argues that the truce shows goodwill can exist even in conditions of hatred and war.   [ T / F / NG ]


	Handout 4  |  Listening
	Listening



	Elena interviews a historian and a soldier's great-granddaughter. Your teacher will read the dialogue twice.



Task 1 - Choose the Correct Answer
Circle A, B or C.
1.  What does Professor Hart say started the truce?
      A.  A British officer shouted a ceasefire order across No Man's Land
      B.  Both sides had previously agreed to stop fighting at Christmas
      C.  German soldiers lit candles on Christmas trees, and someone began to sing

2.  What does Professor Hart say about the football match?
      A.  He confirms that a match took place and Germany won
      B.  He says they may have played, but the evidence is uncertain
      C.  He says it is a myth and no football was played

3.  What does Clara say her great-grandfather always believed?
      A.  That it proves goodwill can exist even in the darkest of places
      B.  That it was a mistake that should not have happened
      C.  That the two sides were never truly enemies

Task 2 - Complete the Notes
Write ONE, TWO or THREE words for each gap.

	Interview Notes - Professor Hart & Clara Webb
1.  By Christmas Eve: soldiers ___________________________ for ___________________________ months
2.  Before the truce: soldiers ___________________________ to each other / then ___________________________ out of trenches
3.  What was exchanged: ___________________________ / uncertain: ___________________________ football
4.  Clara: we ___________________________ forget / ___________________________ can exist even in dark places
5.  Prof. Hart: this ___________________________ the most powerful proof / ordinary people choose ___________________________



Task 3 - Find All Seven Structures
Find one example of each structure. Write the exact words.

1.  G1 Present Simple:
     ___________________________________________________________________
2.  G2 Past Simple:
     ___________________________________________________________________
3.  G3 Past Perfect:
     ___________________________________________________________________
4.  G4 Can:
     ___________________________________________________________________
5.  G5 Should:
     ___________________________________________________________________
6.  G6 May:
     ___________________________________________________________________
7.  G7 Would:
     ___________________________________________________________________
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	Speaking



Task A - Christmas Eve 1914: Role-Play
Work in groups of three. Use all seven grammar structures in your role-play.

	Role A - British soldier
1. You had been in the trench for 5 months [G3]
1. You hear singing and see lights [G2]
1. "Should we go out?" [G5]
1. "What would you do?" [G7]
1. "This may be a trap." [G6]
	Role B - German soldier
1. "Would you like some chocolate?" [G7-polite]
1. "We had never imagined this." [G3]
1. "Peace can exist - even here." [G4]
1. Describe what you exchanged [G2]
1. "We should not fight each other." [G5]
	Role C - Narrator
1. Describe what had happened [G3]
1. Describe what happened [G2]
1. "This may be the most..." [G6]
1. "Christmas can remind us..." [G4]
1. "He would tell this story..." [G7-habit]



Task B - What Should We Learn?
Discuss in groups of three. Use all seven structures.

1.  The truce happened spontaneously - soldiers chose it themselves, without orders. What does this tell us about human nature? Use can and may in your answer.
2.  Before the truce, these men had been told the enemy was dangerous. Then they shook hands and shared food. Have you ever changed your mind about someone you thought was an adversary? Use Past Perfect for the 'before' and Past Simple for what changed.
3.  'Christmas reminds us that sharing - not buying - is the point of the season.' Do you agree? What should people do differently? What would you change about how Christmas is celebrated?
4.  The truce lasted only one or two days. After it ended, the soldiers went back to killing each other. Does that make it meaningless - or more meaningful? Use may for uncertain conclusions and can for what the story proves.


	Handout 6  |  Writing
	Writing



Task - Letter or Column

	Choose one:
Option A - Letter from the Trench: Write from a British or German soldier to his family. Describe what had happened before Christmas, what happened on Christmas Eve, and what you think it means. What would you like your family to understand?
Option B - Christmas Column: Write Elena's column about what Christmas sharing really means - using the 1914 truce as your central story. What should we learn? What can the truce teach us today?
Word count: 100-120 words



	Your text must include all seven structures (underline and label each one):
G1 PS  /  G2 Past S  /  G3 Past Perfect  /  G4 Can  /  G5 Should  /  G6 May  /  G7 Would  /  + 6 vocabulary words



	Helpful phrases:
'We had been fighting for months when... [G3] / Someone lit a candle and... [G2]'
'Christmas can remind us... [G4] / We should remember... [G5]'
'They may have played football... [G6] / He would describe this night... [G7]'





























	Self-check: [ ] 100-120 words  [ ] G1  [ ] G2  [ ] G3  [ ] G4  [ ] G5  [ ] G6  [ ] G7  [ ] 6 vocab  [ ] all underlined + labelled


