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Lesson Plan: Present and Past Participles as Adjectives

lesson plans, grammar, Participles, Present Simple, Past Simple, language reception (reading), language production (writing, speaking)

Objective:
By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:
- Identify and use present and past participles as adjectives.
- Understand the difference between present and past participles when used as adjectives.
- Practice reading, writing, and speaking skills using sentences in the Present Simple tense.

Feel free to adapt and modify these activities based on the needs and proficiency level of your EFL class.

Level: Beginner/Elementary

Duration: 90 minutes +

Lesson Structure:

1. Present Participles
1.1. Present Participles Warm-up Activity (10 minutes)
- Activity: Start with a simple exercise where students brainstorm adjectives they know. Write them on the board.
- Objective: Activate prior knowledge and introduce the concept of adjectives.
  
1.2. Introduction to Present Participles (15 minutes)
- Explanation:
    - Present Participles: These are formed by adding -ing to a verb (e.g., "excite" becomes "exciting"). When used as adjectives, they describe the process of doing ongoing actions or the cause of a feeling, influencing. For example, exciting (an exciting movie), ringing (a ringing telephone), boring (a boring show), closing (closing hours), etc.  

1.3. Practice with Present Participles (15 minutes)
Text with Present Participles:
The Exciting Day
     It is a nice day. The shining sun is bright. The children are in the park. They see a flying kite in the sky. The laughing kids are happy. The day is exciting for everyone.

1.4. Comprehension Questions:
    1. What sun can the children see? 
    2. How do the kids feel? 
    3. What do the kids see in the sky? 
    4. What day is it for everyone? 

1.5. Exercises:
a. Fill in the Blank:
1. The ________ (run) water flows down the stream.
2. The ________ (laugh) baby is happy.
3. I see a ________ (fly) bird in the sky.

b. Match the Sentences:
1. The crying baby needs a bottle.
2. The running dog chases the cat.
3. The shining star lights up the night.

a. The dog is running.  
b. The baby is crying.  
c. The star is shining.
2. Introduction to Past Participles (15 minutes)

2.1. Introduction to Past Participle
    - Past Participles: These are usually formed by adding -ed to a verb (e.g., "bore" becomes "bored"). When used as adjectives, they describe the result of an action, a state or feeling caused by an action. - Example: "The broken car is on the table." (The car is in a broken state because something broke it.)
They often end in -ed.
- closed (closed shops), painted (painted walls), excited (excited parents), bored (I am bored). 
Sometimes such adjectives are built differently if the verb is irregular. For example, broken (a broken toy), drawn (a drawn picture), sold (sold books), sent (sent messages).

2.2. Practice with Past Participles (15 minutes)

- Text with Past Participles:
The Broken Toy
     Tom has a toy car. The car is broken. Tom is sad. He looks at the cracked wheels. He puts the ruined car on the table. Tom’s friend gives him a fixed toy. Now, Tom is happy.

2.2. Comprehension Questions:
    1. What is wrong with Tom's toy car? 
    2. How does Tom feel when he sees the broken toy? 
    3. What does Tom’s friend give him? 
    4. How does Tom feel after getting a new toy? 

2.3. Exercises:
a. Fill in the Blank:
1. The ________ (fix) car is on the road again.
2. The ________ (close) door keeps the room quiet.
3. The ________ (crack) cup is on the table.

b. Rewrite the Sentence:
1. The boy lost his favorite toy. The toy is broken. (Use "broken" as an adjective.)
   - The boy lost his ________ toy.

c. Match the Sentences:
1. The tired girl goes to bed early.
2. The broken window needs repair.
3. The painted wall looks beautiful.

a. The girl is tired.  
b. The window is broken.  
c. The wall is painted.


3. Practice with Both Present and Past Participles (15 minutes)

3.1. Reviewing the rules:
Explanation:
- Present participles describe states of ongoing actions or causes of feelings (e.g., "rushing cars").
- Past participles describe states or feelings caused by actions (e.g., "broken sign").

3.2. Text with Both Participles
The Busy Day
    Jane has a busy day. The ringing phone is loud. Jane answers the annoying calls. The tired woman sits down to rest. She looks at the sleeping cat on the chair. Jane feels rested now. The relaxing scene makes her smile.

3.3. Comprehension Questions:
    1. What phone do we see? 
    2. How does Jane feel about the calls? 
    3. Why does Jane sit down? 
    4. What cat is on the chair? 
    5. How does Jane feel? 
    6. What scene makes Jane smile? 

3.4. Additional Text with Mixed Present and Past Participles
The Busy Street
It is a busy day on the street. The rushing cars are loud. The tired people walk slowly on the pavement. A little girl feels scared of a barking dog. The broken sign hangs above the shop. Some people can not enter the shop because the doors are closed. A smiling shopkeeper opens the closed doors and greets customers as they enter. The customers feel pleased. 

3.5. Comprehension Questions:
True/False Questions:
1. The street is quiet today. 
2. The cars on the street are rushing. 
3. The people on the street are tired. 
4. A singing bird scares a little girl. 
5 The doors are closed. 
6. The shopkeeper is smiling. 
7. The customers are not pleased. 

3.6. Choose the Correct Answer Questions:
1. What are the cars doing?
   - a) resting
   - b) rushing
   - c) flying
   - d) sleeping

2. How do the people feel on the sidewalk?
   - a) excited
   - b) tired
   - c) angry
   - d) happy

3. What scares the little girl?
   - a) a rushing car
   - b) a barking dog
   - c) a smiling shopkeeper
   - d) a flying kite

4. What is broken on the street?
   - a) the dog
   - b) the cars
   - c) the sign
   - d) the girl

5. How does the shopkeeper greet the customers?
   - a) by ignoring them
   - b) by smiling at them
   - c) by shouting at them
   - d) by singing to them

3.7. Open Questions:
1. What cars are loud?
2. How do the people feel while walking on the pavement?
3. How does the little girl feel?
4. Who makes the girl feel scared?
5. What is wrong with the sign above the shop?
6. Why can’t the people enter the shop?
7. Who opens the doors?
8. How do the customers feel when the shopkeeper greets them?
4. Exercises

4.1. Identify the Participle:
- Look at each sentence and underline the participle. Is it present or past?
  1. The barking dog scares the girl.
2. The tired man takes a nap.
3. The laughing children play outside.
4. The fixed bike is ready to ride.

4.2. Choose the Correct Participle:
1. The ________ (crack/cracked) window needs to be replaced.
2. I like the ________ (smile/smiling) baby.
3. The ________ (ruin/ruined) castle is a famous tourist spot.
4. The ________ (shine/shining) star is beautiful tonight.


5. Speaking Activity (10 minutes)

- Activity: In pairs, students describe a picture or an imaginary scenario using present and past participles. For example, a student can say, "I see a smiling baby with a broken toy."
  
- Objective: Encourage students to use the target language in a communicative context.

6. Writing Activity (10 minutes)

- Task: Write a short paragraph (3-4 sentences) using at least two present participles and two past participles as adjectives. For example, "The dancing couple is happy. The broken chair is on the floor."

- Objective: Reinforce the use of participles in writing.

7. Homework (Optional) 

- Task: Find 5 sentences in a book, magazine, or online where present and past participles are used as adjectives. Write them down and underline the participles.


Materials Needed:

- Whiteboard and markers
- Printed copies of the texts and questions (if not using a digital platform)
- Pictures or visual aids for the speaking activity


Assessment:
- Formative: Monitor students during pair work and speaking activities to ensure they correctly use participles as adjectives.
- Summative: Review the writing task and comprehension questions for understanding.




Speaking and Writing Tasks:

Speaking:

- Task 1: In pairs, students describe a picture or situation using at least one present participle and one past participle as adjectives. For example, "I see a barking dog and a broken chair in the park."
  
- Task 2: Students take turns describing their daily routine using present and past participles as adjectives. For example, "In the morning, I hear the singing birds and see the shining sun."

Writing:

- Task 1: Write a short paragraph (3-4 sentences) describing a place you like to visit. Use at least one present participle and one past participle as adjectives. For example, "I go to a relaxing park. The singing birds make the place peaceful."

- Task 2: Write a short story about your weekend using present and past participles as adjectives. For example, "On Saturday, I see an exciting movie. The tired actors do a great job."


This detailed lesson plan should help guide your students through the concepts of present and past participles as adjectives, with clear explanations, exercises, and engaging activities.
This lesson plan aims to teach the basic use of present and past participles as adjectives in an engaging and accessible way, while also incorporating reading, writing, and speaking tasks to reinforce the grammar points.





Additional Texts – B1-C2 with assignments, different grammar level, language reception (reading), language production (writing, speaking)

1. The Running Race 
The school was hosting an exciting running race for the students. Many students were interested in participating, and the smiling children eagerly waited for their turn. The bright sun was shining, and the gentle breeze was refreshing. 
As the race began, the running children dashed forward with determination. The cheering crowd clapped and shouted encouragement. The leading runner was fast, and everyone was watching him closely. But as the race continued, some of the tiring runners started to slow down. Despite the challenging race, they all tried their best.
At the finish line, the waiting teachers congratulated every student. The race was a fun and thrilling event for everyone involved.

Comprehension Questions

True/False Questions:
1. The school was hosting a swimming race for the students. 
2. The children were smiling as they waited for their turn. 
3. The bright sun was shining during the race. 
4. The leading runner was very slow. 
5. The teachers were waiting at the finish line to congratulate the students. 
 
Choose the Correct Answer Questions:
1. What kind of race was the school hosting?
   - a) a swimming race
   - b) a running race
   - c) a cycling race
   - d) a jumping race

2. How did the children feel before the race?
   - a) scared
   - b) bored
   - c) eager and smiling
   - d) angry

3. What was the weather like during the race?
   - a) rainy and cold
   - b) cloudy and windy
   - c) bright and sunny
   - d) foggy

4. Who was clapping and shouting encouragement?
   - a) the running children
   - b) the waiting teachers
   - c) the cheering crowd
   - d) the tiring runners

5. What happened at the finish line?
   - a) the children were given prizes
   - b) the teachers congratulated the students
   - c) the runners were disqualified
   - d) the race was canceled

Open Questions:
1. What were the children doing as they were waiting for the race to start?
2. Describe the atmosphere during the running race.
3. How did the leading runner perform during the race?
4. What happened to some of the runners as the race continued?
5. How did the teachers and crowd react after the race ended?

________________________________________________________________


2. The Lost Puppy 
Samantha found a lost puppy near her house one evening. The scared puppy was shivering in the cold, and its fur was dirty. Samantha felt sorry for the frightened animal and decided to take it home. She gave the puppy a warm bath and dried its wet fur with a soft towel.
The clean puppy looked much happier and started wagging its tail. Samantha noticed the puppy had a collar with a small tag. The tag had an address written on it. She realized the puppy belonged to someone nearby.
The next day, Samantha and her mother took the puppy to the address written on the tag. An elderly woman opened the door and was overjoyed to see her lost puppy. She thanked Samantha for bringing her beloved pet back home. Samantha felt proud and happy that she was able to help.

Comprehension Questions

True/False Questions:
1. Samantha found a lost kitten near her house. 
2. The puppy's fur was dirty when Samantha found it. 
3. Samantha took the puppy to a veterinarian. 
4. The puppy had a tag with an address written on it. 
5. The puppy belonged to an elderly woman. 

Choose the Correct Answer Questions:
1. How was the puppy when Samantha found it?
   - a) excited and happy
   - b) lost and scared
   - c)a and barking
   - d) playing with other dogs

2. What did Samantha do first when she took the puppy home?
   - a) She gave it food.
   - b) She gave it a warm bath.
   - c) She took it to the vet.
   - d) She let it sleep.

3. What was written on the puppy's tag?
   - a) its name
   - b) an address
   - c) a phone number
   - d) its favourite food

4. Who did the puppy belong to?
   - a) Samantha’s neighbor
   - b) an elderly woman
   - c) a young boy
   - d) Samantha’s teacher

5. How did Samantha feel after returning the puppy?
   - a) sad
   - b) proud and happy
   - c) angry
   - d) confused

Open Questions:
1. How did the puppy look and feel when Samantha found it?
2. What actions did Samantha take to help the puppy?
3. How did the puppy’s appearance change after Samantha cared for it?
4. How did the elderly woman react when she saw her puppy again?
5. What does this story teach us about helping others?


________________________________________________________________



3. The Broken Toy 
Tom had a favorite toy, a small car that he always played with. One day, while playing in the yard, Tom accidentally dropped his toy car. When he picked it up, he saw that the wheel was broken. Tom was upset because it was a special gift from his grandfather.
His mother saw him with the broken toy and gave him a comforting hug. She promised they would fix it together. Tom felt a bit better, but he was still sad about the broken car.
Later that afternoon, Tom's father came home. Seeing Tom's sad face, he asked what happened. When Tom explained about the broken car, his father smiled and said they could fix it. He brought out his toolbox and carefully repaired the damaged wheel. 
After a while, the car was as good as new! Tom was happy and thanked his father for fixing his beloved toy. From that day on, Tom was more careful when playing with his toys.

Comprehension Questions

True/False Questions:
1. Tom accidentally dropped his toy car in the yard. 
2. The broken toy was a special gift from his uncle. 
3. Tom's mother promised to help him fix the broken toy. 
4. Tom's father did not know how to repair the car. 
5. Tom was sad when his father fixed the toy. 

Choose the Correct Answer Questions:
1. What happened to Tom’s toy car?
   - a) it was lost
   - b) it was broken
   - c) it was stolen
   - d) it was new

2. Who gave Tom the toy car?
   - a) his uncle
   - b) his grandfather
   - c) his mother
   - d) his friend

3. How did Tom’s mother react when she saw the broken toy?
   - a) She ignored it.
   - b) She gave Tom a comforting hug.
   - c) She threw it away.
   - d) She bought a new toy.

4. What did Tom’s father do when he came home?
   - a) He threw the broken toy away.
   - b) He asked Tom what happened.
   - c) He bought a new toy car.
   - d) He ignored the toy.

5. How did Tom feel after his father fixed the toy?
   - a) angry
   - b) happy
   - c) sad
   - d) tired

Open Questions:
1. Why was Tom upset when he dropped his toy car?
2. What did Tom’s mother promise to do?
3. How did Tom’s father fix the broken car?
4. How did Tom’s feelings change after the toy was repaired?
5. What lesson did Tom learn after this experience?

________________________________________________________________


4. The Exciting Trip
Last summer, Emma and her family went on an exciting trip to the mountains. The fresh air and towering trees made the whole experience refreshing. They stayed in a small cabin surrounded by beautiful nature. Every morning, they woke up to the sound of chirping birds, which was very relaxing.
One day, they decided to hike up to a nearby waterfall. The rushing water and shining sun created a breathtaking view. Along the way, they saw interesting plants and animals that they had never seen before. The path was challenging, but the stunning scenery made it worth the effort.
When they finally reached the waterfall, everyone was amazed. The cool, misty air felt refreshing after the long hike. Emma took pictures of the falling water and the sparkling rocks. It was a memorable day that left everyone feeling happy and satisfied.

Comprehension Questions
True/False Questions:
1. Emma and her family went on a trip to the beach. 
2. The trip was exciting and refreshing. 
3. They stayed in a large hotel in the city. 
4. The view of the waterfall was breathtaking. 
5. Emma took pictures of the falling water. 

Choose the Correct Answer Questions:
1. Where did Emma and her family go last summer?
   - a) the beach
   - b) the mountains
   - c) the desert
   - d) the city

2. What made the experience refreshing?
   - a) the city lights
   - b) the fresh air and towering trees
   - c) the hot sun
   - d) the crowded streets

3. What did they hear every morning?
   - a) car horns
   - b) chirping birds
   - c) loud music
   - d) talking people

4. How did they feel when they reached the waterfall?
   - a) angry
   - b) tired and bored
   - c) amazed and happy
   - d) sad

5. What did Emma take pictures of?
   - a) the hotel
   - b) the falling water and sparkling rocks
   - c) the crowded streets
   - d) the city skyline

Open Questions:
1. How did the trip make Emma and her family feel?
2. Describe the scenery on the way to the waterfall.
3. What was refreshing about the trip?
4. Why was the view of the waterfall breathtaking?
5. How did the family spend their mornings?


________________________________________________________________
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5. The Adventurous Journey
It was an exciting day for John and Sarah as they prepared for their adventurous journey. They had been planning this trip for months and were thrilled to finally set out. The idea of exploring new places was thrilling, and they felt energized just thinking about the possibilities.
As they hiked through the dense forest, they were surrounded by towering trees and chirping birds. The path was winding and challenging, but the stunning views made it all worthwhile. At one point, they stumbled upon an abandoned cabin, which looked eerie and intriguing at the same time.
John, feeling motivated by the discovery, suggested they take a closer look. Sarah, feeling slightly scared but curious, agreed. Inside, they found old, dust-covered furniture and a fascinating collection of artifacts. Each item seemed to tell a story of the past, making the experience even more captivating.
After exploring the cabin, they continued their hike. The sun was setting, casting a golden glow over the landscape. They reached a cliff that offered a breathtaking view of the valley below. The sight was so mesmerizing that they decided to sit and enjoy the moment, feeling completely relaxed and satisfied with their adventurous day.

Comprehension Questions

True/False Questions:
1. John and Sarah were excited about their journey.
2. The dense forest had chirping birds and winding paths.
3. They found a new cabin that looked intriguing.
4. Inside the cabin, they discovered new furniture.
5. The view from the cliff was breathtaking.

Choose the Correct Answer Questions:

1. How did John and Sarah feel about their trip?
   - a) nervous
   - b) excited
   - c) bored
   - d) anxious

2. What made the hike challenging but worthwhile?
   - a) the wildlife
   - b) the stunning views
   - c) the winding paths
   - d) the weather

3. How did Sarah feel about exploring the abandoned cabin?
   - a) bored
   - b) scared and curious
   - c) relieved
   - d) angry

4. What did they find inside the cabin?
   - a) new furniture
   - b) old, dust-covered furniture and artifacts
   - c) a sleeping bear
   - d) fresh food supplies

5. What was the view from the cliff like?
   - a) frightening
   - b) mesmerizing
   - c) uninteresting
   - d) dull

Open Questions:

1. Why were John and Sarah thrilled about their journey?
2. Describe the forest they hiked through.
3. What was intriguing about the abandoned cabin?
4. How did the artifacts inside the cabin make them feel?
5. What was the significance of the view from the cliff?

Discussion Questions:
1. Have you ever been on an adventurous journey? Describe your experience.
2. What emotions do you feel when exploring new places?
3. How do you think discovering an abandoned place would make you feel?
4. Why do you think exploring and adventure are important?
5. Discuss the impact of nature on one's mood and feelings.

Writing Assignment:
Write a short essay about a time you felt excited and thrilled about an adventure or a new experience. Include details about what you did, how you felt, and what you discovered.

Project Assignment:

Create a travel journal for a fictional adventurous journey. Include descriptions of the places you visit, the emotions you feel, and any discoveries you make along the way. Add drawings or photos to illustrate your journey.


