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lesson plans, with handouts, espionage, vocabulary, language reception (reading, listening), language production (speaking, writing), advanced grammar, average-difficult words
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Active Vocabulary
 
Espionage: The practice of spying, typically involving gathering information or secrets.
 
Spy: A person who secretly collects and reports information about the activities, plans, or intentions of an individual or organization.
 
Agent: A person who acts on behalf of a government or organization to carry out covert operations and gather intelligence.
 
Intelligence: Information gathered through espionage or other means that provides insight into the plans, capabilities, or intentions of an individual or group.
 
Covert: Secret or hidden, usually referring to operations or activities carried out discreetly or undercover.
 
Infiltrate: To enter or gain access to a group, organization, or territory secretly, often for espionage purposes.
 
Surveillance: The act of observing or monitoring someone or something, typically in a covert or secret manner.
 
Counterintelligence: Activities and measures taken to prevent or thwart espionage and gather information about the activities of rival intelligence agencies.
 
Encryption: The process of encoding information or messages in a way that makes it unreadable without the correct decryption key.
 
Decryption: The process of converting encrypted information back into a readable form.
 
Code name: A secret name or designation used to identify a spy, agent, or operation, often to maintain anonymity.
 
Double agent: A spy who pretends to work for one side while secretly working for the opposing side.
 
Deception: The act of intentionally misleading or tricking someone, often to gain an advantage or protect sensitive information.
 
Sabotage: Deliberate actions taken to disrupt, damage, or destroy enemy operations or equipment.
 
Interrogation: The act of questioning a suspect or captured spy to obtain information.
 
Clandestine: Done in secrecy or with an intent to conceal, often referring to covert operations or activities.
 
Mole: A spy or agent who operates within an organization or group, providing information to an external source.
 
Dead drop: A secret location where information or materials are hidden or exchanged between spies without direct contact.
 
Intelligence agency: An organization responsible for gathering, analyzing, and utilizing intelligence information for national security purposes.
 
Brush pass: A quick and discreet exchange of information or objects between individuals in a public setting.
 
Espionage: The act of spying or gathering information about another country or organization.
 
Intelligence: Information about a country or organization that is gathered by spies or other means.
 
Intercept: To stop or prevent something from reaching its destination.
 
Kidnap: To take someone away by force, especially for ransom.
 
Liaison: A person who acts as a link between two people or organizations.
 
Mission: A specific task or assignment.
 
Narrator: A person who tells a story.
 
Operative: A person who works for a secret organization, such as a spy agency.
 
Persuade: To convince someone to do something.
 
Recruit: To persuade someone to join a group or organization.
 
Spies: People who secretly gather information about another country or organization.
 
Traitor: A person who betrays their country or organization.
 
Undercover: Not openly acknowledged or displayed.
 
Verify: To confirm the truth of something.
 
Witness: A person who sees something happen.
 
 
Text 1 
Espionage
Espionage is the act of gathering secret or confidential information without the permission of the owner. It is often associated with spying and intelligence gathering, and can be carried out by individuals, groups, or governments.

The history of espionage dates back to ancient times, when spies were used for military purposes. In modern times, espionage has become more sophisticated and complex, with the use of technology and cyber espionage.

There are many reasons why espionage is carried out, including national security, economic gain, and political advantage. However, it is important to note that espionage is illegal in most countries and can result in severe consequences for those involved.

In order to prevent espionage, organizations and governments often take measures such as implementing strict security protocols, conducting background checks on employees, and monitoring communication channels.
Despite these efforts, espionage continues to be a threat in today's world. It is important for individuals and organizations to be aware of the risks and take necessary precautions to protect their sensitive information.

Overall, espionage is a complex and controversial topic that raises many ethical and legal questions. While it may be necessary for certain purposes, it is important to consider the potential consequences and weigh the benefits against the risks.
 
 






















Task 1
Three Titles
Choose the best title

Correct title: Understanding Espionage and its Implications
Incorrect title: The Benefits of Espionage for National Security
Incorrect title: A Brief History of Military Technology
 
 
 






















Task 2
Fill in the blanks with the words from the original text

Espionage
Espionage is the act of _____(1) secret or _____(2) information without the _____(3) of the owner. It is often _____(4) with spying and _____(5) gathering, and can be carried out by individuals, groups, or governments.
 
The history of espionage dates back to ancient times, when spies were used for _____(6) purposes. In modern times, espionage has become more _____(7) and complex, with the use of technology and _____(8) espionage.
 
There are many reasons why espionage is carried out, including national _____(9), economic gain, and political advantage. However, it is important to note that espionage is _____(10) in most countries and can result in _____(11) consequences for those involved.
 
In order to _____(12) espionage, organizations and governments often take _____(13) such as _____(14) strict security _____(15), conducting _____(16) checks on employees, and _____(17) communication channels.
 
Despite these efforts, espionage continues to be a _____(18) in today's world. It is important for individuals and organizations to be _____(19) of the risks and take necessary _____(20) to protect their _____(21) information.
 
Overall, espionage is a complex and _____(22) topic that raises many _____(23) and legal questions. While it may be necessary for certain purposes, it is important to _____(24) the potential _____(25) and weigh the _____(26) against the risks.
 


Correct answers:
1. gathering
2. confidential
3. permission
4. associated
5. intelligence
6. military
7. sophisticated
8. cyber
9. security
10. illegal
11. severe
12. prevent
13. measures
14. implementing
15. protocols
16. background
17. monitoring
18. threat
19. aware
20. precautions
21. sensitive
22. controversial
23. ethical
24. consider
25. consequences
26. benefits
 
 
 
 

Task 3
Answer the questions:
1. What is espionage and how is it carried out?
2. How far back does the history of espionage date, and what was its original purpose?
3. How has espionage evolved in modern times, and what role does technology play in it?
4. What are some reasons why espionage is carried out, and what are the potential consequences for those involved?
5. What measures do organizations and governments take to prevent espionage?
6. Despite efforts to prevent espionage, why is it still a threat in today's world?
7. Why is espionage a controversial topic that raises ethical and legal questions?
8. What are some examples of high-profile cases of espionage in recent years?
9. What can individuals and organizations do to protect their sensitive information from espionage?
10. What is the author’s main argument about espionage?
 
 











 
Correct answers:
1. Espionage is the act of gathering secret or confidential information without permission, often associated with spying and intelligence gathering, and can be carried out by individuals, groups, or governments.
2. The history of espionage dates back to ancient times when spies were used for military purposes.
3. In modern times, espionage has become more sophisticated and complex, with the use of technology and cyber espionage playing a significant role.
4. Espionage is carried out for reasons such as national security, economic gain, and political advantage, but it is illegal in most countries and can result in severe consequences for those involved.
5. Measures taken to prevent espionage include implementing strict security protocols, conducting background checks on employees, and monitoring communication channels.
6. Despite prevention efforts, espionage continues to be a threat due to advances in technology and the difficulty of detecting covert activities.
7. Espionage is controversial because it raises ethical and legal questions about privacy, national security, and international relations.
8. High-profile cases of espionage in recent years include Edward Snowden's leak of classified NSA documents and the Russian interference in the 2016 US presidential election.
9. Individuals and organizations can protect their sensitive information from espionage by implementing strong security measures, limiting access to confidential data, and being vigilant about suspicious activity.
10. The author's main argument is that while espionage may be necessary for certain purposes, it is important to consider the potential consequences and weigh the benefits against the risks.
 
 
 


Text 2
My Mission
As a covert spy, my mission was to infiltrate the enemy's organization and gather intelligence through surveillance. My code name was "Shadow" and I had been trained in encryption and decryption techniques to communicate with my handlers. 
 
I had been working undercover for months, gaining the trust of the enemy agents and rising up the ranks. I had even recruited a few moles within their organization to provide me with valuable information. However, things took a turn when one of my liaisons was intercepted by the enemy's counterintelligence team. They suspected that there was a mole within their organization and began a series of interrogations to uncover the truth. 
 
I knew that I had to act fast to avoid detection. I used brush passes to exchange information with my recruits and set up dead drops to leave important documents without being seen. I also employed deception tactics to mislead the enemy and sabotage their plans. 
 
Despite my careful planning, I was eventually discovered and captured. The enemy's interrogation techniques were brutal, but I managed to hold out long enough for my handlers to organize a rescue mission. In a clandestine operation, they managed to extract me from the enemy's headquarters and bring me back to safety. 
 
Although my mission was not entirely successful, I had gained valuable information that would aid in future operations. As a spy, I knew that there were risks involved, but I was willing to take them in order to serve my country.
 
 

Task 1
Fill in the blanks with the words from the original text
My Mission
As a _____(1) _____(2), my mission was to _____(3) the enemy's organization and gather intelligence through _____(4). My _____(5) was "Shadow" and I had been trained in _____(6) and _____(7) techniques to communicate with my handlers. 
 
I had been working _____(8) for months, _____(9) the trust of the enemy agents and rising up the ranks. I had even _____(10) a few moles within their organization to provide me with _____(11) information. However, things took a turn when one of my _____(12) was _____(13) by the enemy's _____(14) team. They suspected that there was a _____(15) within their organization and began a series of interrogations to _____(16) the truth. 
 
I knew that I had to act fast to avoid _____(17). I used brush passes to exchange information with my recruits and set up dead drops to leave important documents without being seen. I also employed _____(18) tactics to mislead the enemy and _____(19) their plans. 
 
Despite my careful planning, I was eventually discovered and captured. The enemy's _____(20) techniques were brutal, but I managed to hold out long enough for my handlers to organize a rescue mission. In a _____(21) operation, they managed to extract me from the enemy's _____(22) and bring me back to safety. 
 
Although my mission was not entirely successful, I had gained valuable information that would _____(23) in future operations. As a _____(24), I knew that there were risks involved, but I was willing to take them in order to serve my country.
 

Correct answers:
1. covert
2. spy
3. infiltrate
4. surveillance
5. code name
6. encryption
7. decryption
8. undercover
9. gaining
10. recruited
11. valuable
12. liaisons
13. intercepted
14. counterintelligence
15. mole
16. uncover
17. detection
18. deception
19. sabotage
20. interrogation
21. clandestine
22. headquarters
23. aid
24. spy
 
 





Task 2
Choose the correct answer:
1. What was the mission of the narrator as a spy?
a) To sabotage the enemy's plans
b) To gather intelligence through surveillance
c) To intercept the enemy's liaisons
d) To organize a rescue mission
 
2. What was the narrator's code name?
a) Shadow
b) Spy
c) Mole
d) Liaison
 
3. What was the narrator trained in to communicate with handlers?
a) Interrogation techniques
b) Sabotage tactics
c) Encryption and decryption techniques
d) Dead drops
 
4. How did the narrator gain the trust of the enemy agents?
a) By intercepting their liaisons
b) By rising up the ranks
c) By organizing a rescue mission
d) By using brush passes
 
5. What did the enemy's counterintelligence team suspect?
a) That there was a mole within their organization
b) That the narrator was a spy
c) That the narrator was a liaison
d) That there was a rescue mission being organized
 
6. What did the narrator do to avoid detection?
a) Used brush passes and set up dead drops
b) Intercepted enemy liaisons
c) Organized a rescue mission
d) Sabotaged the enemy's plans
 
7. What did the narrator do to mislead the enemy?
a) Used brush passes
b) Set up dead drops
c) Employed deception tactics
d) Intercepted enemy liaisons
 
8. What happened when the narrator was eventually discovered?
a) The enemy's interrogation techniques were brutal
b) The narrator was able to escape
c) The enemy's plans were successfully sabotaged
d) The narrator's handlers were captured
 
9. How did the narrator's handlers organize a rescue mission?
a) Through brush passes
b) Through dead drops
c) Through deception tactics
d) In a clandestine operation
 
10. What did the narrator gain from the mission?
a) Valuable information that would aid in future operations
b) The trust of the enemy agents
c) The ability to intercept enemy liaisons
d) The knowledge of how to organize a rescue mission
 


Correct answers:
1. b
2. a
3. c
4. b
5. a
6. a
7. c
8. a
9. d
10. a
 




















Task 3 
Answer the questions:
1. What was the author's mission as a covert spy?
2. What skills did the author possess to communicate with their handlers?
3. How long had the author been working undercover before things took a turn?
4. What happened when one of the author's liaisons was intercepted by the enemy's counterintelligence team?
5. What tactics did the author use to avoid detection and mislead the enemy?
6. Was the author eventually captured? 
7. How did the author's handlers organize a rescue mission?
8. Did the author consider their mission successful or not?
9. Why was the author willing to take risks as a spy?
10. What is the author's code name?
 



















Correct answers:
1. The author's mission was to infiltrate the enemy's organization and gather intelligence through surveillance.
2. The author was trained in encryption and decryption techniques to communicate with their handlers.
3. The author had been working undercover for months before things took a turn.
4. The enemy suspected that there was a mole within their organization and began interrogations to uncover the truth.
5. The author used brush passes, dead drops, and deception tactics to avoid detection and mislead the enemy.
6. Yes, the author was eventually discovered and captured.
7. The author's handlers organized a clandestine operation to extract them from the enemy's headquarters and bring them back to safety.
8. The author's mission was not entirely successful, but they gained valuable information that would aid in future operations.
9. The author was willing to take risks as a spy in order to serve their country.
10. The author's code name was "Shadow".
 
 










Text 4
Four Opinions 
Tom: "I'm totally for espionage. It's like playing the ultimate game of hide and seek, but with higher stakes. I mean, you have to be so savvy and smart to be a spy. When I was younger, I pretended to be a spy with my friends all the time. It was so fun, I wish I could get paid for it now."
 
Emily: "I don't know how people do it; being a spy just seems so dishonest. I mean, if you're sneaking around going behind people's backs, who can trust you? I think it's just lying, plain and simple. It's wrong. When I was in middle school, I told a white lie to my friend about something. When she found out, she was angry with me and we barely spoke for months. Honesty is important to me."
 
Alex: "I don't know what I think about espionage. Maybe it's necessary in some cases to protect national security, but at what cost? The thought of someone spying on me makes me feel violated. Plus, there's always the risk of getting caught. When I was in college, I cheated on a test once and ended up getting expelled. I just don't like taking risks like that."
 
Sarah: "Espionage is amazing. I'm hooked on spy movies, especially James Bond. It's sexy, thrilling and filled with suspense. I'd love to be a spy. When I was little, I wanted to be a ninja. I practiced martial arts and acrobatics, imagine me as a spy, how cool would that be?
 







Facts
1. Espionage is the practice of spying, gathering secret information or intelligence about a rival country or organization. 
2. It’s also called spying. 
3. The word “espionage” is derived from the French “espionner,” which means “to spy.” 
4. Espionage has been around for centuries. 
5. Successful espionage can lead to decisive military victories or prevent wars. 
6. Espionage has been used for both noble and nefarious purposes throughout history. 
7. Famous spies include Mata Hari, Julius and Ethel Rosenberg, and James Bond. 
8. Some people work as spies full-time, while others may spy as part of their regular jobs or in illegal activities. 
9. National security agencies use espionage to protect their countries. 
10. Espionage is illegal in many countries and can lead to imprisonment or execution if caught.
 
 
Quotes
1. "In war, the human factor cannot be disregarded. Espionage, sabotage, and deception are far more effective weapons than high explosives." - Ian Fleming
 
2. "The spy is a hand that serves the nation from the shadows." - Kim Philby
 
3. "The only way to deal with espionage is to counter it with counter-espionage." - James Jesus Angleton
 
4. "The spy business is just one more aspect of a society which specialises in the instant obsolescence of man." - John le Carre
 
5. "The art of war is deception." - Sun Tzu
Communicative Situations  
 
Emily: "Are you a spy?"
Tom: "No, I'm not a spy. Why would you think that?"
 
Sophie: "I need an agent to help me with this mission."
Jack: "I can help you. What do you need me to do?"
 
Hannah: "We need to keep this covert."
Benjamin: "Agreed. Let's make sure nobody finds out what we're doing."
 
Isabella: "We need to infiltrate their organization."
Nathan: "I'll take care of it. I'll get close to them and find out what they're planning."
 
Emma: "We need to set up surveillance to gather more information."
Liam: "I'll install cameras and microphones to help us monitor them."
 
Julia: "We need to be careful of counterintelligence."
Max: "Yes, we need to make sure they don't catch us before we get what we need."
 
Leah: "We need to encrypt our messages."
Lucas: "I'll use a code to make sure nobody can read our messages."
 
Maya: "We need to decrypt this message to find out what it says."
Jacob: "I'll use my decryption program to decode it."
 
Rachel: "What's your code name?"
David: "My code name is Falcon. What's yours?"
 
Ava: "We need to use deception to get the information we need."
Ethan: "I'll pretend to be someone else to get close to them."
 
Grace: "We need to sabotage their plans."
Noah: "I'll make sure they can't execute their plan by disrupting their equipment."
 
Sophia: "We need to interrogate this suspect."
Michael: "I'll ask them questions to find out what they know."
 
Ella: "We need to keep this mission clandestine."
William: "Agreed. We can't let anyone find out what we're doing."
 
Olivia: "We need to find out who the mole is."
Daniel: "I'll investigate and find out who's leaking information to the enemy."
 
Lila: "We need to make a dead drop."
Gabriel: "I'll leave the information in a secret spot so nobody sees us exchanging it."
 
Aiden: "We need to do a brush pass."
Victoria: "I'll pass you the information when we walk past each other."
 
Madison: "We need to recruit more agents."
Christopher: "I'll find people who can help us and convince them to join our cause."
 
Chloe: "We need to establish a liaison with our allies."
Alexander: "I'll contact our allies and coordinate our efforts."
 
Samantha: "We need to intercept their communications."
Joseph: "I'll listen in on their calls and read their messages to gather intelligence."
 
Jacob: "I'll go undercover to gather information."
Emily: "Be careful, don't get caught.
 
  
 
Video
 
Video Lessons from TED
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/from-pacifist-to-spy-wwii-s-surprising-secret-agent-shrabani-basu
 
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/why-did-the-british-empire-burn-sink-and-hide-these-documents-audra-a-diptee?lesson_collection=the-world-s-people-and-places
 
 
  
 
Discussion Questions
 
1. What is espionage?
2. Who is a spy?
3. What does it mean to be covert?
4. How do agents infiltrate an organization?
5. What is surveillance and why is it important in espionage?
6. What is counterintelligence and how does it relate to espionage?
7. What are encryption and decryption used for in espionage?
8. What is a code name and why are they used by spies?
9. What is deception and how is it used in espionage?
10. What is sabotage and how can it impact espionage operations?
  
Role Play Games
 
Spy Interview: Divide the class into pairs. Assign one student as the spy and the other as the interviewer. The interviewer's task is to extract information from the spy, who must be careful not to reveal classified details. Students can prepare a list of questions and take turns playing both roles.
 
Code Breaking: Create a scenario where students must work together to decipher a secret code. Provide them with coded messages or clues, and they have to use their language skills to decode the messages. This activity can involve puzzles, ciphers, or even hidden messages in texts.
 
Undercover Operation: Divide the class into small groups and assign each group a specific mission. The mission can involve gathering information, retrieving a valuable object, or solving a mystery. Each group must work together and communicate effectively in English to accomplish their mission.
 
Espionage Debate: Organize a debate where students take on different roles related to espionage, such as spies, intelligence analysts, or government officials. Assign each student a specific viewpoint and have them engage in a discussion or debate about the ethical implications of espionage. This activity can help students improve their persuasive speaking skills.
 
Spy Case Study: Present a real or fictional spy case study to the class. Assign different roles to students, such as investigators, spies, or witnesses. Students must use their language skills to analyze evidence, interview witnesses, and present their findings. This activity encourages critical thinking and English language usage.
 
Spy Vocabulary Role Play: Provide students with a list of espionage-related vocabulary words and phrases. Divide the class into pairs or small groups and assign each group a specific scenario. Students must create dialogues or role-play situations where they incorporate as many vocabulary words as possible, using them correctly in context.


Creative Writing
 
Personal essay topics:
 
1. Write a short story about a spy who goes on a mission to infiltrate a secret organization. Use at least 5 target vocabulary words in your story.
2. Imagine you are an agent who has just intercepted an encrypted message from an enemy spy. Write an email to your supervisor describing the message and what you think it means. Use at least 3 target vocabulary words in your email.
3. Write a review of a spy movie or TV show you recently watched. Use at least 4 target vocabulary words in your review and give your opinion on the plot, characters, and overall quality of the production.
 
Target Vocabulary:
Spy, Agent, Covert, Infiltrate, Surveillance, Counterintelligence, Encryption, Decryption, Code name, Deception, Sabotage, Interrogation, Clandestine, Mole, Dead drop, Brush pass, Recruit, Liaison, Intercept, Undercover
  
4. My experience working as a spy and the challenges I faced.
5. How espionage has impacted my perception of national security. 
6. The importance of trust and loyalty in the world of espionage. 
7. My journey of learning different languages to become a better spy. 
8. The sacrifices I made for the sake of my country as a spy. 
 
 
 

General essay topics:
 
1. Espionage is necessary for national security. To what extent do you agree or disagree with this opinion?
2. The use of technology in espionage has revolutionized the way countries gather intelligence. Is this a positive or negative development?
3. Some people argue that spying on allies is unethical. Do you agree or disagree with this statement?
4. The role of espionage in preventing terrorism. Is it effective?
5. The impact of espionage on international relations. Is it a tool for peace or conflict?
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