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B1-B2
lesson plans, with handouts, circus, vocabulary, language reception (reading, listening), language production (speaking, writing), 
Present Simple, Present Progressive, Past Simple, there is/there are, can, could, should, would, must, easy-average words
 
 
Active Vocabulary
 
acrobats
clowns
ringmaster
tightrope walker
jugglers
lion tamer
to perform tricks
to entertain the crowd
big top tent
circus parade
spectacular show
enthralling performances
amazing stunts
the center ring
on the edge of one's seat
 



 
Text 1
Circus
The circus is a place where performers do daring acts to entertain the audience. There are many different kinds of performers in the circus, such as acrobats, tightrope walkers, and clowns. The ringmaster is the person who runs the show and introduces each act.

One of the most famous circus animals is the elephant. Elephants are very big and strong, and they can do many tricks like balancing on their hind legs or standing on a ball. Animal trainers work with the elephants and other animals to teach them these tricks.

Another popular act in the circus is juggling. Jugglers can throw and catch many objects at once, like balls or pins. It takes a lot of practice to become a good juggler. 

People often say the big top instead of the circus tent, and it's where all the performances take place. The center ring is the main area where the performers do their acts. Sometimes there are special acts like lion tamers, who work with big cats like lions or tigers.

In conclusion, the circus is a fun and exciting place where performers do amazing things to entertain the audience. From acrobats to animal trainers, there's something for everyone to enjoy. So come to the circus and see all the daring acts for yourself!
 
 





Task 1
Fill in the blanks with the words from the original text
Circus
The circus is a place where performers do daring acts _____(1) the audience. There are many different kinds of performers in the circus, such as _____(2), tightrope walkers, and clowns. The _____(3) is the person who runs the show and introduces each act.

One of the most famous circus animals is the _____(4). Elephants are very big and strong, and they can do many _____(5) like balancing on their hind legs or standing on a ball. Animal _____(6) work with the elephants and other animals to teach them these tricks.

Another _____(7) act in the circus is _____(8). Jugglers can throw and catch many objects at once, like balls or pins. It takes a lot of practice to become a good juggler. 

People often say the _____(9) instead of the _____(10), and it's where all the performances take place. The _____(11) is the main area where the performers do their _____(12). Sometimes there are special acts like lion _____(13), who work with big cats like lions or tigers.

In conclusion, the circus is a fun and exciting place where performers do amazing things to entertain the _____(14). From acrobats to animal trainers, there's something for everyone to enjoy. So come to the circus and see all the daring acts for yourself!
 





Correct answers:
1. to entertain
2. acrobats
3. ringmaster
4. elephant
5. tricks
6. trainers
7. popular
8. juggling
9. big top
10. circus tent
11. center ring
12. acts
13. tamers
14. audience
 
 















Task 2 
Answer the questions:
1. What is the circus?
a) A place where performers do daring acts to entertain the audience
b) A place where people go to buy groceries
c) A place where people go to watch movies
d) A place where people go to play sports
 
2. What are some of the performers in the circus?
a) Acrobats, tightrope walkers, and clowns
b) Chefs, bakers, and butchers
c) Doctors, nurses, and dentists
d) Teachers, students, and principals
 
3. Who is the person who runs the show and introduces each act?
a) The ringmaster
b) The clown
c) The acrobat
d) The animal trainer
 
4. What is one of the most famous circus animals?
a) Elephant
b) Giraffe
c) Zebra
d) Lion
 
5. What can elephants do in the circus?
a) Balance on their hind legs or stand on a ball
b) Fly in the air
c) Swim in a pool
d) Sing a song
 
6. Who works with the elephants and other animals to teach them tricks?
a) Animal trainers
b) Acrobats
c) Tightrope walkers
d) Clowns
 
7. What is juggling?
a) Throwing and catching many objects at once
b) Running and jumping over obstacles
c) Singing and dancing on stage
d) Painting and drawing pictures
 
8. What does it take to become a good juggler?
a) A lot of practice
b) A lot of money
c) A lot of luck
d) A lot of friends
 
9. What do people often say instead of the circus tent?
a) The big top
b) The small bottom
c) The medium middle
d) The tiny side
 
10. What is the main area where the performers do their acts?
a) The center ring
b) The side ring
c) The back ring
d) The front ring
 


Correct answers:
1. a
2. a
3. a
4. a
5. a
6. a
7. a
8. a
9. a
10. a
 



















 
Task 3 
True or False
Statements:
1. The circus is a place where performers do daring acts to entertain the audience. 
2. There are only two kinds of performers in the circus: acrobats and clowns. 
3. The ringmaster is the person who performs the most daring acts. 
4. Elephants are one of the most famous circus animals. 
5. Animal trainers work with elephants to teach them how to fly. 
6. Juggling is a popular act in the circus. 
7. It's easy to become a good juggler. 
8. People often say the small top instead of the circus tent. 
9. Lion tamers work with big cats like lions or tigers. 
10. The circus is a boring and unexciting place. 
 

















Correct Answers:
1. True 
2. False (There are many different kinds of performers in the circus.) 
3. False (The ringmaster introduces each act.) 
4. True 
5. False (They teach them tricks like balancing on their hind legs or standing on a ball.) 
6. True 
7. False (It takes a lot of practice to become a good juggler.) 
8. False (People often say the big top instead of the circus tent.) 
9. True 
10. False (The circus is a fun and exciting place.)
 
 


















Task 4 
Answer the questions:
1. What is the circus and what kind of performers can you find there?
2. Who is the ringmaster in the circus and what is their role?
3. What is one of the most famous circus animals, and what tricks can they do?
4. How do animal trainers work with elephants and other animals to teach them tricks?
5. What is juggling, and how do jugglers practice to become good at it?
6. What is the big top in the circus, and where do all the performances take place?
7. Are there any special acts in the circus, and if so, what are some examples?
8. Why do people go to the circus, according to the author?
9. What is the tone of the text - informative or persuasive?
 

















Correct answers:
1. The circus is a place where performers do daring acts to entertain the audience, including acrobats, tightrope walkers, and clowns.
2. The ringmaster runs the show and introduces each act in the circus.
3. Elephants are one of the most famous circus animals, and they can do tricks like balancing on their hind legs or standing on a ball.
4. Animal trainers work with elephants and other animals to teach them tricks through positive reinforcement and repetition.
5. Juggling is when performers throw and catch multiple objects at once, and they practice to become good at it by starting with fewer objects and gradually adding more.
6. The big top is the circus tent where all the performances take place, and the center ring is the main area where the performers do their acts.
7. Yes, there are special acts in the circus, such as lion tamers who work with big cats like lions or tigers.
8. People go to the circus to see amazing and entertaining acts performed by skilled performers.
9. The tone of the text is informative.
 
 











 
Text 2 
At the Circus
Ringmaster: Ladies and gentlemen, boys and girls! Welcome to the circus! Are you ready for some excitement?
Audience: Yeah!
Ringmaster: We have a fantastic show for you tonight. Let's start things off with our amazing acrobats!
Cindy: I love watching the acrobats. They're so graceful.
Tom: And flexible. Look at them go!
Ringmaster: How about that? Let's give them another round of applause! Next up, we have a special treat for you all - our elephant performance!
Ben: Wow, those elephants are huge!
Megan: And they can do such amazing tricks too. Watch as they balance on one foot!
Ringmaster: Incredible! Our animal trainers work hard every day to teach these animals these incredible feats. Now, let's move on to something more thrilling - our juggling act!
Emma: That must take so much concentration to keep all those balls in the air.
Steven: It definitely looks harder than it seems. One wrong catch could ruin everything.
Ringmaster: Give it up for our talented jugglers! Finally, we have an extra-special act just for you tonight - the lion tamer!
Josh: This is going to be intense...
Diana: I hope he knows what he's doing.
Ringmaster: Alright, here we go. Don't try this at home folks. Keep your eyes on the center ring!
Taylor: Oh my gosh, look how close he's getting to the lion!
Jack: This is insane - but I can't stop watching!
Ringmaster: What did I tell you? Wasn't that amazing? Thank you all for coming tonight, and don't forget to come back for more fun under the big top!
 
Task 1
Fill in the blanks with the words from the original text
At the Circus
Ringmaster: Ladies and gentlemen, boys and girls! Welcome to the _____(1)! Are you ready for some _____(2)?
Audience: Yeah!
Ringmaster: We have a _____(3) show for you tonight. Let's start things off with our amazing _____(4)!
Cindy: I love watching the acrobats. They're so _____(5).
Tom: And flexible. Look at them go!
Ringmaster: How about that? Let's give them another round of _____(6)! Next up, we have a special _____(7) for you all - our elephant _____(8)!
Ben: Wow, those elephants are huge!
Megan: And they can do such amazing _____(9) too. Watch as they _____(10) on one foot!
Ringmaster: Incredible! Our animal trainers work hard every day to teach these animals these _____(11) feats. Now, let's move on to something more thrilling - our _____(12) act!
Emma: That must take so much _____(13) to keep all those balls in the air.
Steven: It definitely looks harder than it seems. One wrong catch could ruin everything.
Ringmaster: Give it up for our _____(14) jugglers! Finally, we have an extra-special _____(15) just for you tonight - the lion _____(16)!
Josh: This is going to be intense...
Diana: I hope he knows what he's doing.
Ringmaster: Alright, here we go. Don't try this at home folks. Keep your eyes on the center ring!
Taylor: Oh my gosh, look how close he's getting to the lion!
Jack: This is insane - but I can't stop watching!
Ringmaster: What did I tell you? Wasn't that amazing? Thank you all for coming tonight, and don't forget to come back for more fun under the big top!
 

Correct answers:
1. circus
2. excitement
3. fantastic
4. acrobats
5. graceful
6. applause
7. treat
8. performance
9. tricks
10. balance
11. incredible
12. juggling
13. concentration
14. talented
15. act
16. tamer
 













Task 2 
Choose the correct answer
Questions:
1. Who is speaking at the beginning of the text?
a) A clown
b) An acrobat
c) The ringmaster
d) A lion tamer
 
2. What is the audience's response to the ringmaster's question?
a) They are silent
b) They boo him
c) They cheer
d) They leave
 
3. What is the first act of the circus?
a) The elephant performance
b) The juggling act
c) The lion tamer
d) The acrobats
 
4. What does Cindy think of the acrobats?
a) They are clumsy
b) They are boring
c) They are graceful
d) They are dangerous
 
5. What do Tom and Cindy say about the acrobats?
a) They are flexible
b) They are boring
c) They are dangerous
d) They are clumsy
 
6. What is the second act of the circus?
a) The elephant performance
b) The juggling act
c) The lion tamer
d) The acrobats
 
7. What do Ben and Megan say about the elephants?
a) They are small
b) They are huge
c) They are boring
d) They are dangerous
 
8. What do the elephants do during their performance?
a) They balance on one foot
b) They juggle
c) They perform acrobatics
d) They roar
 
9. What is the third act of the circus?
a) The elephant performance
b) The juggling act
c) The lion tamer
d) The acrobats
 
10. What do Emma and Steven say about the juggling act?
a) It looks easy
b) It takes a lot of concentration
c) It's boring
d) It's dangerous
 

Correct answers:
1. c
2. c
3. d
4. c
5. a
6. a
7. b
8. a
9. b
10. b
 
 



















Task 3 
True or False
Statements:
1. The circus has a show tonight. 
2. The first act is the elephant performance. 
3. The animal trainers don't work hard to teach the animals. 
4. The juggling act is easy to do. 
5. The lion tamer is the last act of the show. 
6. The audience is not excited about the show. 
7. The acrobats are not graceful. 
8. The elephant performance doesn't involve balancing on one foot. 
9. The lion tamer doesn't get close to the lion. 
10. The audience feels encouraged to come back for more fun under the big top. 
 

















Correct Answers:
1. True 
2. False (The first act is the amazing acrobats.) 
3. False (The animal trainers work hard every day to teach these animals these incredible feats.) 
4. False (It looks harder than it seems.) 
5. True 
6. False (The audience is excited about the show.) 
7. False (Cindy loves watching the acrobats because they're so graceful.) 
8. False (The elephants balance on one foot.) 
9. False (The lion tamer gets very close to the lion.) 
10. True
 
 
 

















Video 1
Nighty Night Circus
Watch the video and choose the correct answer 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cEvQdhElSLo&start=0&end=300   
Questions:
1. What is the little owl doing at the beginning of the video?
a) Eating dinner
b) Getting ready for bed
c) Playing with toys
d) Watching TV
 
2. What interrupts the little owl's bedtime routine?
a) A loud noise
b) A phone call
c) A knock on the door
d) A thunderstorm
 
3. What does the little owl see after hearing the noise?
a) A circus
b) A parade
c) A concert
d) A party
 
4. How do the circus animals feel?
a) Sleepy
b) Energetic
c) Hungry
d) Scared
 
5. What does the little owl ask the circus animals?
a) If they want to play
b) If they want to go to bed
c) If they want to watch TV
d) If they want to eat dinner
 
6. What does the little bear say before going to bed?
a) Goodnight
b) Good morning
c) Goodbye
d) Hello
 
7. Who else says goodnight in the video?
a) Little bunny, elephants, snake, seal, and fleas
b) Little bird, dogs, cats, and mice
c) Little fish, turtles, crabs, and whales
d) Little ants, bees, butterflies, and ladybugs
 
8. What does the music in the video represent?
a) A lullaby
b) A rock concert
c) A dance party
d) A sports game
 
9. What is the overall theme of the video?
a) Bedtime routine
b) Going to school
c) Playing outside
d) Cooking dinner
 
10. What is the tone of the video?
a) Calm and soothing
b) Exciting and energetic
c) Scary and suspenseful
d) Sad and depressing
 
Correct answers:
1. b
2. a
3. a
4. a
5. b
6. a
7. a
8. a
9. a
10. a
 
 


















Video 2
Ben the Clown
True or False
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wkdLSNEbv-I   
Statements:
1. There are three clowns in the circus. 
2. The clown's hair is blue. 
3. Ludo is juggling with plates. 
4. Philo is feeling well. 
5. Redondor is a clown. 
6. The circus cannot start because Philo is too ill. 
7. Ben becomes a clown to help the show. 
8. Bella is the only clown who performs. 
9. The audience doesn't like the show. 
10. The show ends with a standing ovation. 
 
















Correct answers:
1. False (There are four clowns in the circus.) 
2. False (The clown's hair is yellow.) 
3. False (Ludo is juggling with balls.) 
4. False (Philo is feeling ill.) 
5. False (Redondor is the circus ringmaster.) 
6. True 
7. True 
8. False (Ben also becomes a clown.) 
9. False (The audience enjoys the show.) 
10. True
 
 
 
 

















Text 3 
Four Opinions
Tom: "Circus is the best place to see amazing stunts. I remember seeing an acrobat doing flips and twirls high up in the air. It was breathtaking." 

Jessica: "I'm against the circus. Tamers treat circus animals very cruelly. They keep them in small cages and force them to perform for people's entertainment." 

Mike: "I'm not sure how I feel about the circus. On the one hand, it's quite impressive to see someone do aerial tricks, but on the other hand, it does seem like animals don't belong in a circus." 

Sarah: "Oh my gosh, I love going to the circus! The clowns always make me laugh, and I just can't believe how strong some of those performers are. It's really amazing.
 
 


Advantages and Disadvantages
 
Advantages:
1. Circus shows can be entertaining and fun to watch
2. You can see many different talents in one show, like acrobatics, juggling, and clown performances.
3. Watching a circus show is often a unique experience that you may not get anywhere else 
4. A circus show provides employment for performers and creates job opportunities for people who work with the circus
5. Can help spread culture from different parts of the world.
 
Disadvantages:
1. Tamers treat circus animals unethically or cruelly
2. As circus shows have no educational value, it's not always ideal environment for children - they are just there to entertain
3. The music, bright lights and strong smells might be overwhelming for some viewers or spectators 
4. It can encourage unrealistic expectations about body image, leading to low confidence and self-esteem issues 
5. Circuses usually come at a high cost, which families cannot afford sometimes


Facts
1. The word “circus” comes from the Latin word “circus,” meaning “ring” or “circle.”
2. Philip Astley opened the first modern circus in 1768 in England.
3. The Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus is the largest in the world.
4. The “big top” circus tent appeared first in 1825.
5. The traditional circus includes clowns, animal acts, acrobats, and aerialists.
6. Some circuses also have sideshows featuring oddities and curiosities.
7. Famous circus animals include elephants, lions, tigers, and horses.
8. The first female big top performer was aerialist Eliza Lyndell in the early 1800s.
9. Many famous performers got their start in the circus, including Charlie Chaplin and P.T. Barnum.
 
 
 




Famous Quotes
1. "The circus is the only fun you can buy that is good for you." - Ernest Hemingway
2. "The circus is a jealous wench. Indeed that is an understatement. She is a ravening hag who sucks your vitality as a vampire drinks blood – who kills the brightest stars in her crown and will allow no private life for those who serve her; wrecking their homes, ruining their bodies, and destroying the happiness of their loved ones by her insatiable demands." - Henry Miller
3. "The circus is the only place where you can see death-defying acts and hilarious clowning side by side." - Unknown
4. "The circus is a magical place, a place of wonder and awe." - Unknown
5. "The circus is the only place where you can truly escape reality and be transported to a world of imagination and wonder." - Unknown
 
 
 
Discussion Questions
1. Do you go to a circus? 
2. What is your favorite circus act? 
3. Do you like watching acrobats perform at the circus? 
4. Would you be interested in learning how to juggle or do other circus tricks? 
5. What kind of animals do you like to see at the circus? 
6. How do you think circus performers train for their acts? 
7. Do you like circus clowns? 
8. What is the most impressive thing for you at a circus? 
9. Do you think it's ethical to use animals in circus performances? 
10. Would it be interesting for you to join the circus; what kind of performer would you want to be?
 
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]  

Creative writing
 
Personal essay topics:
1. My favourite circus act and why I love it.
2. My first visit to the circus.
3. How I would perform in the circus if I were a performer.
4. The most amazing thing at the circus.
5. My dream circus act and how I would perform it.
 
General essay topics:
1. Circuses are exciting and entertaining. What do you think?
2. Some people believe that governments should ban circuses. Do you agree or disagree?
3. Circus should not use animals for entertainment. What do you think?
4. The circus is a place where people can forget their problems and just enjoy themselves. Do you agree?
5. Why do you think the circus is still popular today?

