	AMAZING ANIMALS SERIES · TEACHER PLAN
Alex Says Goodbye
A1–A2 · 90 minutes · Ellie & Max



Lesson Overview
	Topic
	A true story about Alex, a grey parrot who spent thirty years learning colours, shapes, and numbers with scientist Irene Pepperberg — and the touching last words he said to her the night before he died.

	Central question
	“Do you think animals can really understand words, or just copy sounds?”

	Level
	A1–A2

	Duration
	90 minutes

	Grammar ★
	Long ago, people + Past Simple. Now, scientists + Present Simple. — “Long ago, people thought parrots could not understand words. Now, scientists know some parrots can learn colours, shapes, and numbers.” Allowed grammar beyond Past/Present Simple: can/could (ability) and there is/are/was/were. No passive, no perfect tenses, no would, no used to, no reported speech.

	Tone guidance
	A warm, moving true story — Alex’s death can be mentioned gently and simply, without dwelling on it. All vocabulary beyond the 7 target words was checked to stay at A1–A2 level.

	Spelling
	British English throughout (colour, favourite, realise).

	Characters
	Ellie & Max (used throughout the Amazing Animals series)

	Vocabulary
	parrot · count · colour · shape · word · clever · love

	Writing
	Up to 40 words · 2+ Long ago…Now… sentences


Background
Alex (1976–2007) was an African grey parrot studied by comparative psychologist Dr Irene Pepperberg for over thirty years, first at Purdue University and later at Harvard and Brandeis. Alex learned to identify around fifty objects, seven colours, and several shapes, and could count small sets of items, correctly answering questions like “how many blue blocks?” He used over one hundred words functionally — not simply through mimicry, but to request objects and answer novel questions, which was central to Pepperberg’s research into avian cognition. On the evening of 6 September 2007, Alex reportedly said to Pepperberg, as he did most nights, “You be good. I love you. I’ll see you tomorrow.” He was found dead the next morning. The exact extent to which Alex’s language use reflected genuine understanding, as opposed to sophisticated learned association, remains debated among researchers — the B2-C1 version of this lesson addresses that debate directly.
Key Grammar
	“LONG AGO, people THOUGHT parrots could not understand words. NOW, scientists KNOW some parrots can learn colours, shapes, and numbers.”
“LONG AGO, Alex LIVED with Irene, and she TAUGHT him new words. NOW, people all over the world KNOW his story.”


Lesson Procedure
	Time
	Stage
	Skill
	Teacher does
	Students do

	0–7
	Hook
	Speaking
	“Do you think animals can really understand words, or just copy sounds?”
	Discuss.

	7–20
	H1 Vocab
	Vocabulary
	7 words + clue match + fill in.
	Match. Fill.

	20–38
	H2 Grammar
	Grammar
	Long ago…Now… pattern. 3 exercises.
	Exercises.

	38–55
	H3 Reading
	Reading
	True story + T/F + comprehension.
	Read. True/False.

	55–68
	H4 Listening
	Listening
	Ellie & Max talk about Alex. Read TWICE.
	T/F. Fill in.

	68–78
	H5 Speaking
	Speaking
	Discussion + mini-debate.
	Discuss. Debate.

	78–90
	H6 Writing
	Writing
	Up to 40 words. 2+ Long ago…Now… sentences.
	Write.


Listening Script — “Alex’s Last Words”
	Ellie & Max. Long ago…Now… pattern. Simple grammar only. Read TWICE.


Max:  Ellie, do you know the story about Alex the parrot?
Ellie:  No, tell me!
Max:  A scientist called Irene spent decades working with a grey parrot named Alex.
Ellie:  What did he learn?
Max:  He knew his colours and shapes, and he could even count small groups of objects.
Ellie:  Wow, a parrot that can count!
Max:  Yes! His vocabulary grew to well over a hundred words.
Ellie:  Did he just copy sounds?
Max:  Scientists say he used words to ask for things and answer questions.
Ellie:  That is amazing. What happened to him?
Max:  One evening, Alex said, “You be good. I love you. I will see you tomorrow.” Then he died in the night.
Ellie:  That is so sad, but also beautiful.
Max:  Irene never forgot his last words.
Answer Key
	H1 Match: 1.shape 2.word 3.clever 4.love 5.parrot 6.count 7.colour


	H1 Fill: 1.clever 2.love 3.parrot 4.count 5.colours 6.shapes 7.words


	H2 Exercise A: 1.thought (past) 2.know (present) 3.kept (past) 4.study (present)


	H3 T/F: 1.T 2.F (he could count small groups) 3.T 4.F (he used words to ask and answer, not just copy) 5.T 6.F (he lived for thirty years)


	H4 Listening T/F: 1.F (he lived with her for decades) 2.F (she said “No, tell me!”) 3.T 4.F (he used words to ask and answer, not just copy) 5.F (she said Irene never forgot) 6.T


